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ENTERED AT P. 0. SAVANNAH, GA., AS SECOND-CLASS MATTER. 


INTRODUCTION 


the First Number the Georgia Historical Society’s 
Quarterly Magazine. 
JOSEPH CUMMING. 


Georgia Historical Society was created “collect, 
preserve and diffuse information relation the State 
Georgia all its various departments and American history 
generally, and create historical library for the use 
its members and others.” Thus, commercial, not say 
sordid, age, absorbed money making and material pursuits 
generally, there exists here our midst alongside the great 
stream business, politics and social riot, more less 
frivolous and vulgar, peaceful, placid little realm, seques- 
tered for the resort quieter and less material pursuits. 
such resort its scope has been widened its alliance with 
The Telfair Academy Arts and Sciences. since this 
most suitable marriage, here have institution which 
flourishes the appropriate association Record and 
tration. 

Georgia Historical Society venerable and worthy 
citizen the State, whose name bears. Its claim 
venerable based the fact that has lived among 
since the year 1839—a period short, true, the history 
States but long comparison with human life. Its claim 
worth finds its fairly good performance two out 
the three its prescribed functions. has done well 
collecting information and preserving it, with the result 
that has become institution profound interest the 
history and immeasurable value the writer 
it. 
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But was created “collect, preserve and diffuse.” 
This last mentioned function has neglected this day 
grace. Now its maturity, are apply the 
stages its life the measure its youth 
may gauge its existence its hopes and aspirations 
the future—now proposes take earnestly and 
prosecute vigorously the hitherto neglected branch its 
duties—the work “diffusion.” this end its Curators 
have decided publish Magazine, the first number 
which issued with these few words introduction. 
Georgia Historical Society here enters new phase. 
Hitherto its work has been collection and preservation. 
Henceforward will collection, preservation and diffusion. 

Its Magazine, while primarily for the purpose diffu- 
sion, believed will aid materially collection. Its 
pages will open those, who, knowing generally un- 
known scraps history and more than willing communi- 
cate them, have hitherto had ready way doing so. 
such the Magazine will both facility and invitation. 
believed that there are lodged the memory living 
persons, hitherto unpublished, matters 
interest, which may collected the pages the Maga- 
zine, but which would otherwise pass away, unrecorded, 
with their silent possessors. Indeed melancholy 
reflection that probably much such wealth has already 
been irrevocably lost for lack the facility which now 
offered for gathering and garnering it. There past history 
and history the making, and the Magazine its role 
collector will deal with both. 

The Magazine’s usefulness the work collection 
obvious, but especially the Magazine the Society’s late 
day response the duty merely diffusion 
information, but diffusion itself—the Society’s self—its 
proclamation the fact that not, measure has 
come regarded, local affair, Savannah institution. 
There has been design any quarter make such. 
The impression that such the result the accident 
location and because its members and supporters have 
been mainly Savannah. hoped that the Magazine 
will, this particular, change both the impression itself 
and the fact which created it. The Society’s name 
“Georgia Historical Society.” Its name indicates its sphere. 
should, will henceforward, live its mission. 
believed that the publication the magazine will long 
stride the Society’s quickened career. will remind 
those, into whose hands comes, that there such thing 
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“Georgia Historical fact unknown thou- 
sands, who ought know it, and known others—who 
forget it. Its hope win members and incidentally 
increase the subscriptions, which the Society mainly 
depends for its support and efficiency. But distinctly beyond 
any financial aim the enterprise, the mission the Maga- 
zine make Georgia Historical Society known the 
world—its existence, its aspirations, its facilities and its 
opportunities, and extend these facilities and opportun- 
ities “all and those who feel that they have 
message deliver about the history the State the 
Country; and those who wish avail themselves its 
possessions,—it may said with modesty, its treasures. 

The Society considers fact most auspicious augury 
that Mr. William Harden the Editor the Maga- 
zine. For something more than half century has been 
the Society’s Librarian, and through that long period 
has given the service cultivated mind and the devotion 
loving heart. thoroughly familiar with—it may 
said steeped in—its history and the history the 
State. success for the Magazine can secured the 
zealous efforts editor culture, discrimination and 
taste, its success assured from the start. 

this Introduction Georgia Historical Society’s 
Magazine launched. Let cheers and good wishes attend 
slides out the sea literature, and accompany 
all its voyages. But more than this, let brave efforts 
made assure its prosperity and make certain its mission— 
efforts all its members, present and be, extend its 
circulation; and efforts those, who have messages 
deliver concerning its work, fill its pages with matter 
high quality form and substance, that this visitor 
the homes our people, issuing quarterly from the 
bosom the good old Society, will welcomed for the 
pleasure and instruction brings and for the style and tone, 
which imparts them. 

Surely the people Georgia, the friends Georgia, 
everywhere, students history, writers history, 
all who are attracted the intellectual and spiritual side 
life, not vain will the appeal sustain institution 
conceived public spirit and living without taint selfish- 
ness, commercialism, narrow partisanship weari- 
some politics—a little sunlit island the more less dreary 
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may laid down general rule that the 
auguration any public enterprise there found, 
some degree least, the element self interest the part 
the author, authors, the project. Selfishness, like 
Truth the bottom the well, will found somewhere 
beneath the surface. This proposition holds good con- 
sidering the facts attending the founding the Georgia 
Historical Society. hint this given statement 
the part one the organizers, Dr. William Bacon 
Stevens, afterwards Bishop the Protestant Episcopal 
Church Pennsylvania, that “The splendid autographical 
collection Tefft, Esq., together with the many valu- 
able documents his possession pertaining the colonial 
and revolutionary history Georgia, suggested the import- 
ance such society, and was immediately determined 
Mr. and Mr. Wm. Stevens proceed without 
delay its formation.” Evidence not wanting show 
that, through the means his office Corresponding Sec- 
retary, the former, who really proposed the scheme, added 
considerable material his collection autographs; and 
was significant, say the least, that Dr. Stevens had long 
before that expressed his intention write history 
Georgia; and soon the new Society was fairly or- 
ganized was invited take that work under the 
Society’s auspices. did accomplish the task, and the 
Society contributed liberally the fund for printing the 
two volumes, thus acquiring the ownership large num- 
ber copies, many which are still its possession. 

Dr. Stevens added: “This measure was first decided 
towards the close April, 1839, and, the suggestion 
Mr. Tefft, the latter endeavored prepare the way and 
awaken attention the subject two articles this 
topic, which appeared the Savannah Georgian May 
following. These individuals were now joined third, 
Richard Arnold, D., and after many conferences 
the best method procedure, they resolved address 
circular those whom they thought would interested 
their design.” happened that the first step towards the 


organization was taken three gentlemen, and that them 
Dr. Arnold alone was apparently entirely disinterested. But, 
notwithstanding the fact that self interest entered largely 
into this matter, must give them credit for doing good 
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thing, for the exhibition that time what now call 
“public and verily “their works follow them.” 

The first meeting the invited persons was held the 
room the Savannah Library Society, May 24, 1839, 
which twenty-five were present, and then the names 
twenty-seven others, who could not present, were, 
their consent, added the list those desiring co-oper- 
ate and become members. adjourned meeting was held 
June which the organization the Society was com- 
pleted the election officers and the adoption con- 
stitution and by-laws, which had been submitted the 
previous meeting and referred committee revised. 
The officers elected were: 

President—Hon. John McPherson Berrien. 

First Vice President—Hon. James Wayne. 

Second Vice President—Hon. Wm. Bulloch. 

Corresponding Secretary—I. Tefft, Esq. 

Recording Secretary—Dr. Wm. Bacon Stevens. 

Treasurer—George Hunter, Esq. 

Librarian—Henry Kirk Preston, Esq. 

Thorne Williams, Chas. Henry, John 
Nicoll, Wm. Law, Richard Arnold, Robert Charl- 
ton, Matthew Hall 

The society was incorporated the Legislature 
December, 1839, and the terms the act incorporation 
the copies the manuscripts obtained from the State 
Paper office London, Rev. Howard, agent the 
State Georgia, that behalf, were deposited the 
society’s archives. Although the organization was not per- 
fected until the month June, was decided date the 
origin the institution the 12th February—the day 
(new style) the landing General Oglethorpe. 

1840, the first volume the Society’s Collections, 
was published, and this was followed 1842 the second 
volume. The first now out print. 

Upon the petition the society, 1842, the City Coun- 
cil Savannah granted city lot Liberty street for 
the erection library building, but its situation was 
unsuitable, efforts were made 1847 purchase from the 
Government the lot Bryan street, which the 
Custom House formerly stood, that building having been 
destroyed the great fire 1820. These were successful, 
and enable the society pay for its new lot the City 
Council granted the Liberty street lot fee simple, with 
permission sell and devote the proceeds the pur- 
chase the Custom House lot. 
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1848 the Society issued pamphlet form sketch 
the Creek Country the Years 1798 and 1799,” Col. 
Benjamin Hawkins, the earliest agent the United States 
for Indian affairs, and, was then making preparations 
for building library hall the late Wm. Hodgson, 
kindy offered superintend and bear the expense the 
publication this work. His generous offer was accepted, 
and the pamphlet appeared the first part the third 
volume the “Collections the Georgia Historical 
Society.” 

Mr. Hodgson joined the Society shortly after his mar- 
riage with Miss Margaret Telfair and his taking his 
residence Savannah, and, because his active interest 
its affairs, was elected Curator the 12th February, 
1845, and was annually thereafter re-elected that office 
until February, 1870. 

Judge Berrien held the presidency until 1841, when 
was succeeded the Hon. James Wayne who retired 
1854, when the former was again made President and 
continued office until January, 1856. Then, that occa- 
sion the Society’s anniversary, Judge Wayne resumed 
the position and retained the year 1862. 

The society took possession its new building 
Bryan street June, 1849. the fall this year the debt 
the society, incurred the erection its hall, amounted 
$1,400, which sum was advanced the late Dr. James 
Screven, with the understanding that could repaid 
the convenience the society. This debt was reduced 
payments until amounted, February, 1852, the sum 
$800; and the anniversary meeting that year Dr. 
Screven sent the following letter the society: 


Savannah, February 12, 1852. 
“Hon. James Wayne, President: 

“Dear Sir—I propose, with the permission the society 
over which you preside, cancel the mortgage held 
its lot and improvements Bryan street. 

“This day being the anniversary the society presents 
appropriate occasion for the performance act which 
will free from debt and enable extend the sphere 
its usefulness. have the honor respectfully yours, 


“James Screven.” 


Besides this generous gift, Dr. Screven had originally 
subscribed $200 towards the erection the hall. 

During the months June and July, 1847, negotiations 
were carried between the Georgia Historical Society and 
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the Savannah Library Society, looking union these 
two institutions, which union was speedily effected with- 
out any serious opposition. the Georgia Historical 
Society secured for its library about 2,500 volumes. 

From the time the completion the Society’s hall, 
until the close the war secession, very little was done 
the way increasing the library, and nothing the way 
publishing. Shortly after the war, however, fresh start 
was taken, more thought and attention were given the 
wants the library, and was deemed advisable for the 
society, order place footing with other historical 
societies the country, put forth new volume col- 
lections, soon practicable. 

saying that nothing was published during the period 
just mentioned, mean that volume Collections had 
been issued. From time time addresses had been de- 
livered which were printed and distributed pamphlet 
form, Wm. Law, Robert Charlton, Wm. Stevens, 
Mitchell King, John Ward, Wm. Caruthers, Bishop 
Stephen Elliott, Samuel Talmage, Alonzo Church, 
second lecture Judge Charlton, second Hon. 
Ward, Charles Jones, Jr., and strong paper 

ishop Elliott (in February, 1866, while was President, 
and less than year before his death). The last was the 
nature reply resolution the Society asking him 
suggest plan increase the usefulness the Society. 
Following the death Bishop Elliott, Mr. Solomon Cohen 
was appointed deliver eulogy his life and character, 
and was put into print. 

the meanwhile Dr. Thaddeus Mason Harris pub- 
lished his Biographical Memorials James Oglethorpe, 
and dedicated the Society and the two volumes the 
History Georgia, Wm. Stevens (the first 1847, 
and the second 1859), prepared, already mentioned, 
under the Society’s auspices, came from the press and 
brought the institution more conspicuously before the 
people. 

the summer 1870, when was found that the 
library had increased extent which necessitated the 
procuring additional room which place the books, and 
when was thought that the library should removed 
more convenient and central location, various attempts 
were made secure lot for the erection building, 
lease some large building adapted the purpose 
library. definite action was taken this matter until 
the spring 1871, when arrangement was made with 
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the Chatham Artillery which the two upper floors 
Armory Hall were leased the Society for the term 
five years, and accordingly, June that year, the library 
was removed that building, where remained until the 
completion that elegant structure erected Mrs. Mar- 
garet Telfair Hodgson for the Society, the corner 
Whitaker and Gaston streets, memory her husband, 
and called Hodgson Hall. 

The next important incident the history the So- 
ciety was the publication 1871, that very interesting 
volume the late Anthony Barclay, Esq., relating the 
history Hon. Richard Henry Wilde’s alleged plagiarism 
writing the beautiful poem beginning, 


“My life like the summer rose.” 


This history was written personal favor the 
President the Society, and read him one the 
meetings, when, resolution, the work was ordered 
printed the Society’s expense, provided the consent 
the author could obtained. Permission was kindly given 
Mr. Barclay, and short time afterwards appeared the 
beautiful little brochure entitled, Summer Rose; 
the Lament the Captive.” 

1873 third volume collections was published 
composed the letters Gen. Oglethorpe the trustees 
the colony from 1735 1744; letters Sir James Wright, 
Governor the Province Georgia, the English Secre- 
taries State, from 1773 1782; and report the condi- 
tion the province Governor Wright, reply in- 
quiries from the Earl Dartmouth. The manuscript the 
last named document was kindly given the Society 
own expense from the records London. All the material 
which this interesting volume composed was obtained 
from England through the kindness Mr. DeRenne, who 
volunteered superintend the copying the same for the 
Society during visit England, but his kindness and 
generosity did not stop here. 1878, learning that Col. 
Charles Jones, Jr., Augusta, had ready for the press 
manuscript entitled “The Dead Towns Georgia,” 
offered bear the expense its publication the author 
would consent its appearing the fourth volume the 
“Collections the Georgia Historical Society.” This re- 
quest was readily complied with Col. Jones, and 
short time the Society was, through the liberality Mr. De- 
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Renne, presented with large edition fourth volume 
collections, containing the work the “Dead Towns,” and 
interesting paper, reprinted from the London Magazine 
for the year 1745, entitled, “Itinerant Observations 
America.” 

the 26th June 1871, William Hodgson, 
for many years member the Society, and for twenty-five 
years one the curators, died while the North, and his 
widow, desiring erect his memory building bearing 
his name, proposed grant it, when completed, the Geor- 
gia Historical Society unon certain conditions, which, being 
submitted the Society, were assented to, and the work 
building commenced 1873. While the work was prog- 
ress Mrs. Hodgson died without having made any provi- 
sion for its completion. Her sister, Miss Mary Telfair, de- 
siring carry out the intentions Mrs. Hodgson, gave in- 
structions the workmen continue their labors until the 
building should finished, and being her sister’s residuary 
legatee, she made deed trust Lawton, 
for the use the Society, the lot and building thereon, 
“in unfinished and incomplete state, but finished 
and completed the proper cost and expense the said 
Mary Telfair who does hereby charge the entire residuum 
the estate the said Margaret Telfair Hodgson, her 
own hands now residuary legatee, the hands her 
executors, after her death, such extent will furnish 
the means and necessary finish and complete said 
structure.” Before the completion the building Miss Tel- 
fair also died, but the work was carried agreeably with 
the terms the deed, and September, 1875, the library 
was placed Hodgson Hall. The formal dedication did not 
take place until the thirty-seventh anniversary the So- 
ciety, February 14th, 1876, when formal possession was 
delivered the Society the trustee, and the dedicatory 
address was delivered the President, Hon. Henry 
Jackson. 

Taking backward step, observe that the Hon. 
Charles Henry succeeded Judge Wayne President 
1862, and served until his death, August 19, 1864. less 
than month later Bishop Stephen Elliott became Presi- 
dent and his service came close his sudden death 
the 21st December, 1866. Reluctantly Mr. John Stoddard 
consented accept the office when was chosen the 
annual meeting, February 12, 1867, but declined re-election 
the following year, when Hon. Edward Harden succeeded 
him, and held the office until death brought his term 
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close April 19, 1873. Mr. George DeRenne was elected 
President the meeting held June 1873, and, after hesi- 
tating, agreed accept, but could not persuaded allow 
his name proposed for another election the 1874 an- 
nual meeting. that meeting Hon. Henry Jackson was 
the choice the Society, and was President little more 
than twenty-four years, his death the 23rd May 1898, 
bringing his long and most satisfactory term service 
end. 

the year 1901 the fifth volume Collections was 
issued two parts. Part was printed and paid for 
the Savannah Chapter the Daughters the American 
Revolution who earnestly desired have the manuscript 
the Minutes the Georgia Council Safety, owned the 
Society, published. Mr. DeRenne kindly offered 
bear the expense the publishing the Order Book and 
Letter Book General and Governor Samuel Elbert, the 
Society’s possession, and his offer was gratefully accepted, 
and the material forms the second part volume five. 

The sixth volume was published 1904, and contains 
the Letters Hon. James Habersham, 1756-1776. 

Col. John Screven was elected President March 1899, 
succeeding General Jackson, but his career was cut short 
after less than year useful service his death January 
1900. Following him, Hon. George Anderson Mercer 
held the office from February 12, 1900, April 1907. 

From 1909 1913 the seventh volume Collections 
came from the press three parts: part being Letters 
Montiano—Siege St. Augustine; part Oglethorpe Mon- 
and part the Spanish Account the Attack the 
Colony Georgia, etc. 

Again, later 1913 the eighth volume Collections, 
containing the Letters Joseph Clay, 1776-1793, and list 
ships and vessels entered the port Savannah for May, 
1765, 1766 and 1767, saw the light. 

‘Mr. Alexander Rudolf Lawton succeeded Hon. 
Mercer President, April 1907, and declined re-election 
1914, when Mr. William Mackall was elected and 
still serving most acceptable way this time. 

1916 the Society published the ninth volume Col- 
lections, and composed the Letters Benjamin 
Hawkins, 1796-1806. 

continuation the list addresses and other pam- 
phlets already mentioned, the Society has issued number 
others which, for the want space, are not here named. 
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Purposely mention has been made herein the 
splendid adjunct the Georgia Historical Society, namely, 
the Telfair Academy Arts and Sciences, special ar- 
ticle has been prepared that useful institution, able 


writer, for this number the Quarterly, and appears 
elsewhere. 


TELFAIR ACADEMY ARTS 
(Georgia Historical Society, Trustee.) 
ALEXANDER LAWTON. 


The Georgia Historical Society its seventy-eight 
years life has rendered service several separate and 
distinct ways. Primarily, has collected, preserved, and 
disseminated Georgia History. Many years before the Civil 
War saved from dissolution through bankruptcy and ab- 
sorbed the Savannah Library Society, and successfully 
maintained Savannah until about fifteen years ago, 
addition the historical library which still maintains, 
excellent circulating library miscellaneous literature. 
When ceased this function, turned over its building and 
books the City Savannah for the first establishment 
municipal public library. This arrangement terminated 
the autumn 1916 with the opening Savannah’s new 
Public Library building, where the nucleus the collection 
consists books surrendered the Society. 

More foreign the purposes historical society 
its fourth activity, the inauguration, maintenance, and man- 
agement the Telfair Academy Arts and Sciences 
Savannah, which institution trustee and administra- 
tor under the will Mary Telfair, its generous founder. 

Edward Telfair, born Scotland 1735, emigrated 
Virginia the age twenty-three. 1766 settled 
Savannah, and was prominent member Sons 
Liberty, and one the band who, with James Habersham, 
broke open the magazine Savannah and removed quan- 
tity powder. was member the Council Safety, 
conspicuous throughout the member the 
Continental Congress, signer the Articles Confeder- 
ation, and twice Governor Georgia. 

Margaret, daughter Edward Telfair, married Wil- 
liam Brown Hodgson, who spent many years his life 
his country’s service the East, and distinguished for 
his studies Oriental life and language and his collection 
rare books and manuscripts pertaining thereto. During 
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her lifetime, memorial her husband, Mrs. Hodgson 
began the erection Hodgson Hall, the Historical Society’s 
handsome home Gaston and Whitaker streets Savan- 
nah, but died before was completed, leaving her sister, 
Mary Telfair, her residuary legatee. Miss Telfair under- 
took complete the gift trust deed General 
Lawton, Trustee, June 10, 1874, charging the residuum 
Mrs. Hodgson’s estate, then her hands, with the ex- 
pense completing the building. was actually com- 
pleted and delivered the Society after Miss Telfair’s 
death. 

Mary Telfair, who remained unmarried, died June 
1875, one hundred years after the Battle Lexington, 
which opened the Revolution which her distinguished 
father had participated. She was the last survivor the 
name, and the conspicuous manifestation her will her 
desire perpetuate charitable gifts. She founded and 
endowed Savannah the Telfair Hospital for Females, the 
Telfair Home for Widows, and the Telfair Academy Arts 
and Sciences and made bequests the Presbyterian Church 
Telfairville Burke County and the Presbyterian 
Church Telfair street Augusta. 

Her estate was valued about seven hundred thousand 
dollars, very large sum for those days. Her nearest rela- 
tives were the grandchildren aunt and the great grand- 
children brother. With none them was she terms 
intimacy, and they were practically excluded from her 
benefactions. Each set claiming sole heirs-at-law, both 
sets contested her will, and the lower court was set 
aside favor the great grandchildren her brother 
the ground monomania. The Supreme Court Geor- 
gia (Wetter vs. Habersham, Ga. 193) reversed the judg- 
ment, holding the true heirs-at-law the grandchildren 
the aunt. The will was finally admitted probate 
solemn form. was then attacked the grandchildren 
the aunt through bill equity the United States Court 
the ground that many the legacies and bequests were 
null and void for various technical reasons, and that they 
should lapse and those who had been declared the 
Supreme Court her heirs-at-law. Mr. Justice Bradley 
the Supreme Court the United States, distinguished 
great judge and also the fifteenth member the 
Electoral Commission 1877, decided the case all its 
phases against the contestants, and his decree Woods, 
443) was afterwards affirmed the Supreme Court the 
United States (Jones vs. Habersham, 107 S., 174). 
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The item Miss Telfair’s will with reference the 
Telfair Academy follows: 


“Fourteenth, hereby give, devise and bequeath 
the Georgia Historical Society and its successors, all that 
lot parcel land, with the buildings and improvements 
thereon, fronting St. James Square, the City Savan- 
nah, and running back Jefferson street, known the plan 
said city lot letter ‘N,’ Heathcote Ward, the same hav- 
ing been for many years past the residence family, to- 
gether with all books, papers, documents, pictures, statu- 
ary, and works art, having relation art science, 
and all the furniture every description the dwelling 
house and the premises (except bedding and table service, 
such china, crockery, glass, cutlery, silver, plate and 
linen), and all fixtures and attachments the same, have 
and hold the said lot and improvements, books, pictures, 
statuary, furniture and fixtures, the said Georgia His- 
torical Society and its successors, special trust, keep 
and preserve the same public edifice, for Library and 
Academy Arts and Sciences, which the books, pictures 
and works art herein bequeathed, and such others may 
purchased out the income, rents and profits the be- 
quest hereinafter made for that purpose, shall perma- 
nently kept and cared for, open for the use the public, 
such terms and under such reasonable regulations the 
said Georgia Historical Society may from time time pre- 
scribe; but this devise and bequest made upon condition 
that the Georgia Historical Society shall cause placed 
and kept over and against the front porch, entrance 
the main building said lot, marble slab tablet, 
which shall cut engraved the following words, to-wit: 


TELFAIR 
ACADEMY ARTS AND SCIENCES. 


the word ‘Telfair’ being larger letters and occupying 
separate line above the other words, and the further con- 
dition that part the buildings shall ever occupied 
private residence rented out for money, and none but 
Janitor and such other persons may employed 
manage and take care the premises shall occupy reside 
upon the same, and that part the same shall 
used for public meetings exhibitions, for eating, drink- 
ing smoking, and that part the lot improvements 
shall ever sold, alienated encumbered, but the same 
shall preserved for the purposes herein set forth. And 
wish that whenever the walls the building shall re- 
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quire renovating paint otherwise, the present color and 
design shall adhered far practicable. For the 
purpose providing more effectually for the accomplish- 
ment the objects contemplated this item clause 
will, hereby give, devise and bequeath the Georgia 
Historical Society and its successors, one thousand shares 
the capital stock the Augusta and Savannah Railroad, 
the State Georgia, special trust, apply the divi- 
dends, income, rents, and profits arising from the same, 
the repairs and maintenance said buildings and premises, 
and the payments all expenses attendant upon the man- 
agement and care the institution herein provided for, and 
then apply the remaining income, rents and profits 
adding the Library, and such works art and science 
the proper officers the Georgia Historical Society may 
select, and the preservation and proper use the same, 
carry into effect good faith the objects this 
devise and bequest.” 

This legacy was attacked the ground that the Geor- 
gia Historical Society was without power under its charter 
accept the trust, and that the legacy must lapse and 
the heirs-at-law. was held that, trust could fail 
for want trustee, the charter the Society 
were limited claimed, would not help the heirs, the 
court would appoint new trustees who were qualified. 

Very shortly after Miss Telfair’s death the Georgia 
Historical Society had promptly determined accept the 
Trust, and had entered upon consideration the best plan 
for the discharge the duty confided it; but its activities 
were necessarily suspended during the period litigation. 
was not until May 18, 1883, nearly eight years after Miss 
Telfair’s death that the legacy was delivered the Society. 
will blow the popular impression will contests 
learn that the Society then received not only the residence 
and its contents and all the railroad stock which had been 
devised and bequeathed it, but the additional sum 
$47,060.33, income accumulated during the protracted litiga- 
tion. 

The promptness and efficiency with which the Trustee 
proceeded with its task shown the first opening the 
Academy for private view the Society’s forty-sixth anni- 
versary, February 12th, 1885. was finally opened the 
public complete gallery art May 1886. The Cen- 
tennial the Chatham Artillery was then being celebrated 
Savannah with great pomp and ceremony, and Jefferson 
Davis was one the visitors that occasion. this con- 
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nection interesting note that, excluding the contents 
Miss Telfair’s house which she bequeathed the Acad- 
emy, the first work art which the Academy acquired was 
through gift February 12th, 1880, while the litigation was 
still progress, bronze statuette, replica the bronze 
Confederate Soldier which tops the Confederate Monument 
the Park Extension Savannah, erected May, 1879. 
The statue and the replica little were both the gifts 
Georgia’s generous citizen, George Wymberly Jones De- 
Renne. 

The task which confronted the Georgia Historical So- 
ciety was indeed difficult. Not only were there artists 
among Savannah’s citizens, but doubtful they then in- 
cluded any with even the elementary knowledge con- 
noisseur. natural that they did not include men ex- 
perienced the inauguration academy art, the 
successful devising practicable plans, and the selection 
contents appropriate the purposes and wishes the 
the artistic cultivation and education the com- 
munity. would have been strange indeed such men 
had been found upon the Board Curators Historical 
Society. The best evidence the efficiency with which 
they nevertheless proceeded that the Telfair Academy 
Savannah now possesses building and plant admirably 
adapted for art gallery and collection works art 
recognized high merit. 

Necessarily the beginning there was much uncer- 
tainty and some vacillation. That they were not afraid 
change their minds and abandon, for those that were 
better, plans formally adopted, shows that Savannah was 
fortunate the personnel the men whom the task was 
confided. The President was General Henry Jackson, 
distinguished poet, orator, lawyer, and diplomat. 
The two Vice-Presidents had served their country Brig- 
adier Generals the Confederate Army; one them, Gen- 
eral Moxley Sorrel, who had entered the Confederate 
Army private, was Chairman the Telfair Academy 
Committee during the formative period, and for several 
years thereafter. Colonel John Screven, man high culti- 
vation, succeeded him. 

Nevertheless there were narrow escapes. Before the 
Society had found its first Director, the Curators seriously 
considered proposition begin their work the establish- 
ment Academy Arts with the “decoration” leather 
one the rooms the Telfair mansion self-styled 
artist who had come Savannah “decorate” Savannah’s 
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old theatre, which more distinguished for its age (it said 
the oldest the United States, being built 1818) 
than for its beauty. After careful consideration they suc- 
cessfully weathered the storm inexperience, and sail- 
ing their uncharted sea avoided course far too ambitious 
and comprehensive for the funds their disposal, involving 
the establishment and maintenance expensive library 
arts and sciences, scientific museum, elaborate 
art school, and museum fine arts. All these are within 
the scope the Trust, but the narrow resources the 
Academy have substantially confined the Trustees the es- 
tablishment museum art, with incidental teaching. 
The first actual purchase, however, which the funds 
the Academy were invested, included handsome volumes 
the works Hogarth and Gilray, and valuable work 
botany. 

was August, 1883, very shortly after the beginning 
their work that the curators procured the services the 
late Carl Ludwig Brandt, A., Director the Academy. 
German birth and American adoption, Mr. 
Brandt had been for many years well known and success- 
ful painter. possessed wonderful energy, ingenuity, and 
versatility. had been successful life, and was willing 
devote his time and energies the Academy for small 
compensation, correctly believing that would his mon- 
ument. was magnetic, self-confident, and masterful. 
The minutes the Curators during the formative and con- 
structive period which covered the next five ten years 
show that was resourceful, ambitious, full suggestion, 
and that practically every recommendation policy ex- 
penditure which made was endorsed and carried out, how- 
ever formidable might appear. 

For twenty-two years Mr. Brandt gave the work sub- 
stantially his whole time, residing the Academy the 
Annex for many months the year. January 21st, 1905, 
died within the institution which had builded wisely 
and loved well. bronze tablet the walls the en- 
trance hall attests the Society’s appreciation the work 
which did. Without such guiding hand would have 
been practically impossibility establish the Academy 
the basis which has permanently fixed its character 
gallery art appropriately housed. would have been 
difficult, not impossible, find another man who would 
have been both qualified and willing devote such energy, 
time, zeal, and skill the work for compensation which 
the Trustee would have been able pay. All who are in- 
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terested the Telfair Academy will forever hold him 
loving and grateful memory its first Director and the 
founder its artistic excellence. 

With the assistance architect his own selection, 
Mr. Brandt made the plans and superintended the construc- 
tion, rendering from time time detailed accounts which 
are carefully preserved the records the Academy. Im- 
mediately after his induction into office was sent 
Europe with credit $20,000 for the acquisition casts 
the great classical statues the world, and the purchase 
paintings. afterwards made least three similar 
trips Europe acquire other works art. Each time 
returned full handed. soon developed that even with 
the accumulated and the current income the funds the 
Academy were not sufficient establish art gallery 
such Mr. Brandt and the Curators hoped and intended 
establish, and was then that General Jackson advanced 
the necessary monies. The exact cost the original un- 
dertaking not easy ascertain, but the records show 
June, 1886, the total expenditures for all purposes 
had exceeded $104,000. 

adapting the old Telfair mansion the purposes 
art gallery avoidable alterations were made, being 
the desire the Curators preserve its original form 
far practicable. The living rooms the first floor 
and the bedrooms the second floor remain they were 
when occupied Miss Telfair, save only the covering 
the walls with proper material for the handling pictures, 
the closing the windows the second story, and the plac- 
ing skylights order get the best light for the dis- 
play the collection. They make admirable picture gal- 
leries. Most the alterations and additions were com- 
pleted when the Academy was opened 1883, but some 
the work has been done within the past ten years funds 
were available. 

From income alone, accumulated and current, the orig- 
inal fund being still unimpaired, (1) expensive alterations 
were made the interior the Telfair mansion; (2) one 
the handsomest picture galleries America and ex- 
cellent sculpture hall (two separate rooms) were con- 
structed first annex; (3) small residence for the 
Director (now occupied the Custodian), containing two 
suitable studios, was erected second annex; and, (4) 
the entire collection casts, sculpture, paintings, carving, 
porcelains, photographs, etc., was acquired. The Academy 
has been free from debt for more than ten years, 
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would hardly have been possible for the Academy 
housed the buildings which has occupied since 1883 
but for the accumulations income during the protracted 
litigation over Miss Telfair’s will, and the public spirit and 
generosity General Jackson, the Society’s President, 
advancing funds necessary for construction buildings 
and acquisition contents, and accepting repayment in- 
stalments from the income produced Miss Telfair’s en- 
dowment. Until 1892 this income was $7,000 per annum, 
and since that date has been only $5,000 per annum. The 
advances made from time time General Jackson ag- 
gregated over $26,000. Protracted litigation and ready 
willingness borrow money generally bring disaster. 
Here they clearly contributed small degree the crea- 
tion institution which has rival any city its size. 

Just after the death Mr. Brandt the last instalment 
all the indebtedness the Academy was paid. that 
time the Trustee had succeeded constructing and equip- 
ping Academy Art accordance with Miss Telfair’s 
wishes. 

The abolition pay days has taken away from the 
Academy the small additional income farmerly derived 
from admissions. Its gross income therefore confined 
the five thousand dollars annual dividends from the Tel- 
fair endowment. From this must first paid all expenses, 
including the salaries custodian and janitor, heating, 
lighting, repairs and fire insurance, which latter, the 
value the collection increases, becomes more burdensome. 
This leaves but small margin for the purchase 
and yet since the debt incurred the inauguration the 
Academy has finally been paid, the Academy has acquired 
fifty-three pictures, every one which recognized 
connoisseurs work superior merit. 

regrettable that only twice, and then very 
small extent, has the Academy received funds other than 
those bequeathed Miss Telfair. 1889 received 
$3,072.90, raised public subscription Savannah, and 
1906, $2,000 presented four members the Society, both 
these sums being expended the acquisition paintings 
now the permanent collection. 

For many years there were free days, the admission 
fee being twenty-five cents. For many years there were 
two free days each week. Now all days are free. The 
Curators believe that they can best carry out the purposes 
the founder giving the public the fullest and freest 
opportunity see and study the entire collection. They 
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try even more. The Academy’s own collection sup- 
plemented from time time exhibits from elsewhere, 
which also are open the public without charge. There 
have been several during the past few years, notably 
Boutet Monvel’s charming series pictures the life 
Joan Arc; several exhibits American paintings assem- 
bled the American Federation Arts; etchings assem- 
bled the Chicago Society Etchers; paintings Gari 
Melchers, one America’s most distinguished artists; 
paintings Alfred Philippe Roll, who, President the 
French Salon the successor Meissonnier, Carolus 
Duran, and Puvis Chavannes. this last were included 
several paintings belonging the French Government and 
sent this country with the sanction the Premier, not- 
withstanding the pendency the Great European War. 
There have also been many other exhibits, including paint- 
ings distinguished artists all nationalities. 

The activities the current season are unusual their 
scope, including exhibition the paintings William 
Silva, native Savannah; exhibition etchings, 
with exhibition water colors gathered the 
American Water Color Society; selection sixty paint- 
ings from the well known biennial exhibit the Corcoran 
Gallery the works contemporary American artists, 
supplemented twenty-one specimens the paintings 
foreign artists high distinction; and series three 
lectures Henry Turner Bailey. this paper written 
the Board Curators has authorized the necessary ex- 
penditure for the establishment art school for both 
elementary and advanced pupils, affiliated with and 
located the Academy, and aided from its funds. 

One the attractive features the Academy the old 
Telfair family dining room, now called “The Telfair Room,” 
containing many specimens furniture, ornaments, fam- 
ily portraits, even rich silk damask curtains, all from the 
contents the Telfair residence, many paintings purchased 
Miss Telfair abroad, and the fine old books constituting 
the library. Here, over one the two quaint and hand- 
some old mantels, hangs the fine portrait Miss Telfair 
which Mr. Brandt painted the order the Trustee. 

would take connoisseur describe the Telfair 
Collection. The limits this paper not permit even 
listing. There excellent catalog compiled 1914, with 
supplemental lists later acquisitions. The collection 
casts fully the standard. includes the frieze 
the Parthenon placed the cornice the smaller cast 
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room and the entrance hall, the east pediment the Parthe- 
non, consisting six pieces, and seventy-nine casts the 
classical sculptures the world, among them the massive 
Tauro Farnese from the Naples Museum. All these were 
specially made for the Telfair Academy through the agency 
Director Brandt his first trip Europe. 

The walls the main cast room are adorned with five 
mural paintings representing the Roman Campagna, the 
Acropolis Athens, the Pyramids and Sphinx, the Temples 
Paestum, and Modern Paris, the principal sources 
valued works art. Four these are Director Brandt, 
from studies made the spot. The frieze the main pic- 
ture gallery contains four paintings him, representing 
Appelles, Iktinos, Praxiteles, and Durer, and also eight 
paintings the style German Renaissance tapestry, pic- 
turing Painting, Sculpture, Architecture, and Graphic Art. 

paintings classed works Art the Academy owns 
eighty-one, and through the generosity friends displays 
seven others, which are loaned. Seventy-five paintings are 
now displayed part its collection. 

Sixty-nine artists, most them men distinction, are 
represented these paintings, whom sixteen are Ameri- 
can, sixteen French, twenty German, five Italian, five Eng- 
lish, three Dutch, two Austrian, one Belgian, and one 
Spanish. This last, the only picture exhibited which 
not original, excellent copy Murillo’s Immaculate 
Conception. 

The names some the artists represented will suffi- 
ciently attest the merits the collection. They include, 
among Americans, George Bellows, Henry Golden Dearth, 
Frieseke, Childe Hassam, Hawthorne, George Hitchcock, 
Ernest Lawson, MacEwen, Gari Melchers, Redfield, and 
Shannon; among Frenchmen, Aman-Jean, Besnard, Fran- 
cois Bonvin, Caro-Delvaille, Borgognone, Gardier, 
Touche, Henri Martin, Puvis Chavannes, Raffaelli, and 
Roll; among Germans, Braith, Diicker, von Gebhardt, 
Hagen, Hans Herrmann, Wilhelm von Kaulbach, Kiihl, Szy- 
manowski, and among Englishmen, Boughton, Bran- 
gwyn, and Arthur Hacker; and among other nationalities, 
Franz Snyders, Cornelis Vos, Bonifazio, Zucchero, 
Stevens, and Laurenti. 

sculpture, casts excluded, the collection not rich. 
the spring 1914 the Academy succeeded contracting 
with the great Auguste Rodin for replica bronze one 
his famous group Bourgeois Calais; but the Euro- 
pean War has thus far indefinitely suspended its making. 
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was great opportunity, but there grave danger that 
irretrievably lost. 

Shortly after the death Mr. Brandt the Curators were 
fortunate enlist the interest Gari Melchers, who 
for several years gave advice the artistic merit all 
acquisitions. did not succeed Mr. Brandt, who advised, 
directed, managed and controlled. His service was abso- 
lutely confined giving the advice expert 
questions art. The collection now represents the 
judgment and taste but two connoisseurs. There 
great difference between their schools and their taste. Mr. 
Brandt was distinctly Academician, belonging the old 
school, and withheld his sanction from the modern tendency 
depart from it. When died there was but one 
can painter represented the collection, and this picture 
was gift. There was not single French picture. The 
main pictures the collection were German. There was 
representation even the more moderate those once 
called impressionists, but whom the more radical impres- 
sionists today would indignantly repudiate out date. 

Fortunately the taste and judgment Mr. Melchers 
gave approval substantially all the schools, and dur- 
ing the period his advice the Academy has acquired speci- 
mens the academic school well those the more 
modern and less conservative school, represented, for ex- 
ample, Hassam, Lawson, Brangwyn, Besnard, Martin, 
Raffaelli, Herrmann, and Bellows. 

From this variation opinion and advice has resulted 
one the points excellence the Academy. While 
old masters have none, except for few pictures loaned 
us, and account the prohibitive cost cannot hope 
acquire them until generous donor appears, yet 
modern art, omitting the latest extremists, have all 
schools represented, from the conventional conservative 
academic school the much admired impressionistic school 
the present day, which the Bellows and Besnard are 
conspicuous and meritorious examples. The Curators have 
suffered irreparable loss that they can longer secure 
the advice Mr. Melchers, and their activities adding 
the collection are necessarily suspended until they can find 
adviser whose taste and judgment they can confidently 
rely, and who willing make sacrifices for the public 
weal. Can they find him? Who will be? How can they 
hope with their limited resources enlist the sympathy 
and helpful advice one who will reach the standard 
excellence which they are accustomed? The task in- 
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deed difficult one. Let pray that wisdom and fortune 
may hand hand its accomplishment. 

From the beginning the Curators, recognizing that they 
did not themselves possess the necessary technical skill 
knowledge, have adopted and rigidly enforced the rule that 
nothing should displayed the art collection that was 
not accepted the expert advice connoisseur. The re- 
sult that the Academy has not only collection sculp- 
ture casts and collection paintings, but collection 
works art. The purpose not only delight the eye, but 
cultivate the artistic sense, and this purpose hoped 
being carried out. Without such rule, rigidly adhered to, 
art gallery can successfully fulfill its mission. 


BASIL COWPER’S REMARKABLE CAREER 
GEORGIA. 
WILLIAM HARDEN. 


The narration the following story was prompted 
the frequent observation striking inscription tomb- 
stone located prominent spot our old burial-ground, 
originally the Cemetery Christ Church Parish, but now 
known Colonial Park. And just here the writer asks 
pardon for venturing remark thinks mistake 
was made ever name from that The 
Old Cemetery Colonial Park. The place not park, 
and the old name suggested the actual use for which was 
the beginning set apart. The people Boston would in- 
dignantly protest against any proposition call their Old 
Granary Burial-Ground any other name save the one 
has always borne, and should the people Savannah 
have seen that our old landmark never gave its 
proper title. But, returning our subject, the inscription 
referred is, part, follows: 


the dear memory 
Excellent and most beloved Mother 
MARY 
widow 
BASIL COWPER 
Daughter John and Elizabeth Smith 
Born South Carolina 
Died the 10th April, 1821, 
aged years. 
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The good lady whose honor this memorial tablet was 
erected, married the early age seventeen years, the 
notice printed the issue the Georgia Gazette for Wed- 
nesday, February 22, 1769 testifies: 

MARRIED. Mr. Basil Cowper, merchant, Miss 
Polly Smith, daughter John Smith, Esq., accomplished 
young lady. 

this paper deal almost entirely with the acts 
the husband, will now turn our attention the facts 
possession relating his first appearence Georgia 
soil. 

The first newspaper established the Province was the 
Georgia Gazette, that time, its columns re- 
veal, there was Savannah mercantile firm known 
Morel and Telfair, composed John Morel and (presum- 
ably) William Telfair. When began not know; but 
from statement advertisement gathered that 
Morel left the Province, appointing attorney settle his 
affairs, about the summer 1766, and thenceforth, begin- 
ning the 8th October, that year, the firm Cow- 
per and Telfairs, composed Basil Cowper, William Tel- 
fair and Edward Telfair, began advertise. 

From the time last mentioned the name Mr. Cowper 
never but twice long while appears alone, but always 
connection with his partners. One exception when, 
May, 1767, advertised the loss bay gelding. This 
fact the joining the three names all transactions, 
even those outside the business the mercantile estab- 
lishment, evidence some apparently closer relations 
than are shown the surface. The other exception re- 
ferred when, June, 1768, Mr. Cowper and two others, 
not his partners, were appointed the Governor and his 
Council adjust the salvage two boxes silk saved 
from the ship Hawk, lately cast away the southern coast 
this Province. 

From 1768 1770 the three gentlemen, always jointly, 
made applications for the grant lands several the 
Parishes which were usually acted favorably, cer- 
tain conditions. They applied 1768 for 500 acres the 
north side the Ogeechee river, near adjoining lands 
James Bulloch, and still later, 1769 and 1770, they asked 
for tracts the Parishes St. Paul and St. George. 
early May, 1768, lot 500 acres was granted them 
St. Matthews. They also obtained land St. John’s Parish. 

When the act, known the Tax Act, granting his 
Majesty money for the support the government for 1768, 
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was passed, contained item calling for payment “To 
Cowper Telfairs, their account for colors for the use 
Fort George, Five Pounds, Three Shillings and Six Pence.” 

The next item recorded one much interest, 
shows the important fact that early period the 
cultivation hemp was carried Georgia, and was 
apparently money-making business. the tax act for 
1773, for the support government that year, this account 
was provided for: “To Cowper Telfairs for bounty 
4,500 lib. Hemp raised this Province Mr. William 
Telfair and Inspected Andrew Elton Wells 10/ lib. 
Twenty-two Pounds Ten Shillings.” 

When the trouble between Great Britain and the Amer- 
ican Colonies started, the position Basil Cowper, who 
seems have been ranked one the leading citizens 
Georgia, was that one commonly described “on the 
fence.” did not attend the meeting inhabitants the 
Province, held Savannah, August 10, 1774, which eight 
resolutions protest were adopted, beginning “That his 
Majesty’s subjects America owe the same allegiance, and 
are entitled the same rights, privileges, and immunities 
with their fellow subjects Great nor was one 
the signers the dissent the said resolutions. was, 
however, present meeting “several the inhabitants 
the town Savannah, Mrs. Cuyler’s, Friday, the 
13th June, 1775,” which, while mild the expression 
feeling resentment towards the mother country, resolved 
“That the interests this Province inseparable from the 
mother country, and all the sister Colonies, and that 
separate ourselves from the latter would only throwing 
difficulties the way its own relief and that the other 
Colonies, and justly increasing the resentment all those 
whose distress our disunion might addition,” and 
determined lay its proceedings before the Provincial Con- 
gress called meet the 4th July following. Mr. Cow- 
per was delegate that Congress, representing, with 
David Zubly and William Gibbons, the District Acton, 
and was the second one committee five appointed 
draw and present his Excellency the Governor 
(Wright) address the name the Congress. The ad- 
dress was prepared, and the report the committee was 
presented Congress Mr. Joseph Clay who also de- 
livered the President, Archibald Bulloch. 

The Provincial Congress, the 13th July, unani- 
mously entered into “Association” which declared that 
they “being greatly alarmed the bloody scene now acting 
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the Massachusetts Bay, do, the most solemn manner, 
resolve never become slaves; and associate, under all 
the ties religion, and honor, and love our country, 
adopt and endeavor carry into execution whatever may 
recommended the Continental Congress, resolved 
upon our Provincial Convention, appointed for preserv- 
ing our constitution and opposing the execution the 
several arbitrary and oppressive acts the British Parlia- 
ment,” &c. Again, Mr. Cowper was the second commit- 
tee fourteen “to present the Association all the in- 
habitants the Town and District Savannah 
signed.” John Smith, probably the father-in-law Basil 
Cowper, was chairman the committee, delegate repre- 
senting the town and district Savannah. 

June, 1775, the Georgia patriots, following the ex- 
ample other colonies, appointed Council Safety, 
which the royal Governor, writing the Earl Dartmouth, 
said “The Council Safety seems the Executive 
Branch each Colony, subject the Provincial Congress.” 
that time Mr. Cowper was apparently full sympathy 
with the party opposed British interference with the 
rights American freemen. was one the first ap- 
pointees the Council, but the records that body show 
that did not meet with his colleagues before the 16th 
December, and that attended thirteen meetings between 
that date and January 19, 1776, the time his last appear- 
ance. addition the record already given his 
vices the Provincial Congress, was the committee 
appointed thank the Rev. Dr. John Joachim Zubly for 
“the excellent sermon preached that day (July 12, 1775) 
the members.” Dr. Zubly, like Mr. Cowper, afterwards, 
shall see, deserted the American cause. 

positive information can gathered from the 
records which have been handed down the exact 
time when Mr. Cowper came the conclusion that was 
the wrong side that momentous period American 
history. have knowledge any activity either 
side from the time last appeared the meetings the 
Council Safety until just after the disastrous conclusion 
the siege Savannah the combined American and 
French forces October, 1779. seems likely that the 
failure the Americans that time caused him con- 
clude that all hope independence the colonies was lost, 
and that would well desert what considered 
sinking ship. went over the enemy the liberty 
seeking people, and so, shall see, like the dog the 
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fable, lost what actually possessed the attempt take 
hold shadow. joined the loyalists, and the first re- 
ward for his services was the appointment the Governor 
(Wright) and Council Justice the Peace for Christ 
Church Parish, November 15, 1779. 

was evidently man well thought the party 
which now gave his for find him, the next 
year, 1780, elected member the Loyalist Commons House 
Assembly. The manuscript Journal that body, 
mutilated condition, and the first four pages are missing. 
The session began the 9th May, but the loss that 
portion the record leaves without knowledge what 
happened before the 11th. Whether Mr. Cowper answered 
the roll-call the first day know not. The first time 
found present the day last mentioned, when 
was appointed several committees. the 14th 
applied for leave absence for two weeks, but never re- 
turned, the minutes state the 29th June “George 
Baillie took his seat, having been elected represent the 
Parish St. Matthew Mr. Basil Cowper’s place.” 

the 20th May, 1780, Sir James Wright wrote 
letter Lord George Germaine, his Majesty’s Principal 
Secretary State for America, which enclosed paper 
whose title “To the King’s Most Excellent Majesty The 
Humble Address the Judges, Grand Jury, and several 
other Inhabitants the Province Georgia,” signed all 
the loyalist officers and grand jurors and men promi- 
nence Georgia adhering the British cause, calling them- 
selves “most dutiful and loyal subjects,” thanking the king 
“for declaring this Province your peace and for re-es- 
tablishing civil government here, which means enjoy 
the blessings law and liberty, whilst the colonies rebel- 
lion against your Majesty groan under tyranny and oppres- 
sion,” exulting over “the deliverance afforded this Province 
the interposition Almighty God when was invaded 
force French and Rebels much superior that which 
this garrison consisted of,” citing “the bloody menaces that 
were uttered the enemy, well French rebels, when 
they thought themselves sure taking the Town Savan- 
nah,” and ending with the assurance “that shall always 
use our utmost endeavors promote attachment your 
person and government and the welfare the British Em- 
pire; and that shall not fail put our prayers 
Almighty God that will pour down His blessings upon 
your Majesty, your royal Consort, and your numerous off- 
spring that will give you long and happy reign, and 
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that your posterity may sway the sceptre the British Em- 
pire till time Among the signers this most 
loyal address was the subject this paper, Basil Cowper. 

The Legislature Georgia, represented the republi- 
can, colonial, party, assured the final issue the war 
their favor, the March, 1778, passed act attaint- 
ing high treason large number persons who that 
time were known adherents the British government, 
and Mr. Cowper’s name was that list. The property 
those men, both real and personal, was confiscated. Another 
act the same sort was passed the 4th May, 1782, 
which appeared many additional names parties who 
the meanwhile had deserted the American cause, believing 
hopeless. For various reasons, some these were 
afterwards relieved from the penalties imposed such laws, 
but Basil Cowper never was relieved. 

the three members the firm Cowper Telfairs, 
Edward Telfair, the youngest, was the only one espouse 
and loyally support the end the cause independence 
the Colonies, and when the success that cause was es- 
tablished had trouble with both the others, one 
whom being his elder brother. 

matter regret that have particulars con- 
cerning the claims set Cowper and William Telfair 
against their former partner. The only light the subject 
that have contained two documents which have 
been preserved without thought the possibility their 
ever being put use this manner; but they will serve 
show the feeling that existed between the losers the bitter 
contest which had just ended, between brother and brother 
and partner and partner, well add some interest 
the matter under review. 

Some ten twelve years before the death the late 
Mr. William Neyle Habersham, placed the hands 
this writer packet old papers, with the statement that 
had selected them from mass stuff found the 
basement the counting house the late firm Robert 
Habersham Son, which was the junior member, and 
which stuff was about destroy. added that 
willingly surrendered them, thinking that they might 
some time prove interest this writer. The time has 
come make use two those papers, and all them are 
now deposited the collection the Georgia Historical 
Society. 

The first paper bearing our subject enclosed 
wrapper which alone tells what its subject matter, the 
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inscription being these words: letter Noel 
relative William Telfair’s Claim.” Mr. Noel was prom- 
inent lawyer Savannah, and was her Mayor for four 
periods, beginning 1796, and ending 1807. was 
alderman two terms, first from 1798-1799, and again from 
1801-1802. The paper statement from Edward Telfair, 
and his writing, though without signature. Why 
was written Mr. Noel not know. Perhaps Mr. 
Noel was his attorney, and represented him fighting the 
claim. Efforts have been made find other documents re- 
lating this matter, without success. The reason for 
giving this paper connection with sketch Mr. Cow- 


per will appear the reading it. without date, and 
follows: 


Sir; 

obedience the letter you did the honor write 
the 14th Febr’y last, make known you true 
statement the late commercial connection that did exist 
between Basil Cowper, William Telfair and myself, doing 
which shall first take into view the memorial transmitted 
the part four the Trustees, viz: David Milligan, John 
Whitlock, Thomas Littler, David Weldred, the Com- 
missioners, &c. this instance readily admitted that 
the late copartners aforesaid did carry Trade and 
course under the firms set forth, and also under the firm 
Co., and under the firms Cowper Telfairs 
Savannah and branch under the firm William Edward 
Telfair Co., Savannah aforesaid. the latter House 
Mr. Cowper was not copartner. The change firms did 
not operate the prejudice exclusion any the parties 
from the benefits that might have resulted therefrom. 
support this the evidence Books will clearly evince, for 
where changes copartnerships take place pretty evi- 
dent that there must statements the day with balance 
sheets and due entries made together with assignments the 
needful forms, and the copartner thus circumstanced 
withdraw and thereafter not known the House. Far from 
this being the case that the conducting the business under 
the two firms Savannah great measure devolved 
the underwritten, and his exertions were continued, the 
memorial sets forth, “until the late revolution put stop 
all intercourse between Great Britain and America,” which 
this mode procedure part will have continued until 
the 28th Decem’r, 1775, evidently demonstrates that that 
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part the memorial that sets forth having assigned co- 
partnership stock “sometime the year 1774” without 
foundation, and must contemplate objects not readily under- 
stood me. far from this being surmised the case, the 
Trustees hold Partner late Partner and deeply 
engaged the greater part what owing, and all this, 
too, after having discharged the other copartners, which 
they likeways communicate. Again recur the first 
clause the said memorial where find words equally ex- 
ceptionable. there states that the discharge two the 
copartners were under the bankrupt Laws Great Britain. 
refute this part the memorial will best recur 
the discharge dated the 13th May, 1784; there not 
single act Great Britain—marked —or the 
Treaty with that Nation, drawn forth. was the act the 
creditors without any procedure Law even plea 
that effect until the memorial was exhibited. never did 
admit doubt mind but that the liberality the late 
creditors exercised the part late copartners had 
for its object contrary tendency towards myself. the 
design had been mutual, why not, case such import- 
ance, have given notice their designs and have 
held out just and honorable propositions have en- 
abled come forward. Could they presume that that 
period, where revolution men this state were deprived 
their all that was within the reach their enemies that 
payments were attainable? 

shall now comment what respects myself. First, 
the burning houses, negroes, books, and papers, with 
merchandise and other property the amount many 
thousands. may here remarked one and for small 
time only their power extended over the State. Second, 
attachments under the usurped authority. And thirdly, 
secure the remaining property, Act Confiscation, 
which name was inserted, did pass under the said pre- 
tended authority, and for all which depredations have 
not received one farthing, any acknowledgment for the 
said depredations. 

must admitted that the year 1774 the under- 
written and his late copartners, together with the people 
America, were all subjects the King Great Britain, 
and under National principles might have been considered 
such until the 4th July, 1776, when every political com- 
pact was dissolved. Under this impression will diffi- 
cult draw any conclusion whereby individuals taking op- 
posite sides revolution, and after some them becom- 
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ing turbulent disaffected citizens, and where creditors 
their own free motion discharge two the copartners 
mercy and protection from that nation can ought there- 
after come forward and claim the American citizen 
the Government payment copartnership debts with 
principle and interest. And while the 6th Article the 
Treaty drawn into view, the Articles must also 
obtain humble opinion the part the American 
Gover’t her citizens. draw few conclusions, even 
admitting that the parties were all subjects citizens 
the same Nation, and where the common law England 
torms part the American Constitution, may neces- 
sary make few quotations touching the discharge 
one more copartners and what its operation any one 
more after such discharge. far respects the sev- 
eral balances stated the said memorial, cannot decide 
upon give any true information respecting any them 
saving the claim against Sam’l Stiles Co. The claim did 
originate under copartnership adventure with Sam’l 
Stiles and the late Cowper Telfairs, the purchase 
slaves which were sold every short period prior 
the Revolution, and what trifling payments were made 
the sale were chiefly the late house Cowper Telfairs, 
and upon settlement the said adventure the said late 
house were indebted the said Stiles the sum 
conceive necessary state this transaction 
specially order that justice had the premises. 

Notwithstanding the recited cases, some time the 
year 1792 Mr. Wm. Telfair arrived Georgia and presented 
power att’y from the Trustees, and requesting 
consider the mode liquidation and payment. 

observed that case was singular one; that 
means Mr. Cowper and himself withdrawing themselves 
and their negro property, together with great efforts that 
must have become necessary the part all, and other 
legal impediments resulting from their conduct during the 
Revolutionary War, together with the removal books and 
Co., and only sending part the said books and papers 
again this country, and from the nature our laws, 
recovery could effected under either the one the other 
the late firms. was not presumable that was any 
means adequate undertake the payment copartnership 
debts, did consider myself any ways bound for them. 
requested him sight the discharge, which was not 
granted. replied that was not material, was well 
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understood letters from the Trustees now record 
this country, marked Notwithstanding that re- 
quires little penetration discover that the discharge 
one copartner, joint obligor, the discharge all. The 
books papers, evidences debts, the late firms are 
ready for general assignment. this will add one-half 
property real and personal; this proposition re- 
ceived for answer that must surrender the whole 
property—my answer was quick and, perhaps, little 
abrupt: “Now, Sir, all negotiations from this day hence 
shall ever cease. now avail every benefit the laws 
America and the common law England afford me. Let 
not said that shrink from justice. ready 
enter appearance Westminster before your Lord Chan- 
cellor, and decides against pledge myself that 
every shilling property shall subject and sur- 
render you—or you bring your action the Courts 
the United States.” Neither the one the other 
would undertake agree to. appeared that the 
Trustees had ended every pursuit, was the 3rd July, 
1798, before the discharge was proven and recorded before 
Brook Watson, Mayor the City London, and there- 
after recorded Georgia the 20th August, 1800. 
was only few days previous the last record that had 
the reading it. was the letter 16th Septem’r, 
1784, from John Rogers, John Whitelock, David Mildred, 
Trustees, that afforded knowledge the steps taken 
the late creditors, which clearly indicated design 
draw some matter from that its operation might tend 
re-establish debtor; from this consideration 
made reply, viewing the transaction designed mili- 
tate against only. 


From the foregoing can reach the conclusion that 
both the partners Edward Telfair made strong efforts 
make him pay them large sum money claimed 
have been their share the profits the firm before they 
abandoned the cause the patriots Georgia take part 
with the British. Mr. Cowper, under the law which his 
property was confiscated, was also banished from the state, 
and would seem from various references his affairs 
that never returned Georgia. This may not true, 
but have record his having lived here after the 
war the Revolution. did, however, make claim 
property Edward Telfair separate from that William 
Telfair. what court the claim was sued does not appear. 
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Probably was the United States Court. All the in- 
formation have present the second paper given 
this writer Mr. Habersham, already mentioned. This 
paper the remarkable verdict the jury before whom the 
case was tried, and follows: 


Basil Cowper 
vs. Debt. 
Edward Telfair. 
Verdict. 


We, the jury, find that Basil Cowper, the plaintiff, was 
born Scotland, the Kingdom Great Britain. That 
came America about the year seventeen hundred and 
sixty, which time resided generally Georgia, ex- 
cept two years the City London, and that some years 
prior the commencement the revolution the United 
States. That the fourth day July, seventeen hundred 
and seventy-six, and for some time antecedent thereto, the 
said Basil Cowper resided Savannah, Georgia, its 
vicinity, was active the opposition the United States 
the British government. That from and after the said 
fourth day July, seventeen hundred and seventy-six the 
said Basil Cowper continued attached the American 
revolution, and took and bore arms the side and de- 
fense the United States, opposition the armies the 
British government; was considered citizen the 
State Georgia and the United States and remained 
under the protection the government the State 
Georgia and the United States until some time the 
year seventeen hundred and seventy-nine, when left 
the army the United States and joined the British army 
who were then possession Savannah and he, 
the said Basil Cowper, after leaving the army the United 
States aforesaid, took and bore arms the side 
the British government opposition the American peo- 
ple and armies, and the government the State Geor- 
gia, and the United States, and continued arms against 
the United States until the month July, seventeen hun- 
dred and eighty-two, when left the United States and 
went into the dominions his Britannick Majesty where 
has ever since continued reside. further find that 
the said Basil Cowper the same person who named 
the act banishment and confiscation set forth the plea 
the said Edward Telfair, and that his estate and all debts 
due him are confiscated therein mentioned. 
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That if, upon the whole matter, the court 
opinion that the plaintiff ought recover the debt declared 
on, then find for the plaintiff not, then find for the 
defendant. 


24th April, 1800. MITCHELL, Foreman. 


The so-called verdict was really verdict all, but 
simply left the decision the court where the matter could 
have been settled without the intervention jury. 

clearly seen the paper just quoted that Mr. 
Cowper had not returned the United States before April 
24, 1800, and, died 1802, almost certain that 
never came back Georgia after his banishment under the 
act confiscation, &c. 

learn the time and place his death from no- 
tice the Georgia Gazette Thursday, August 12, 1802, 
these words: 

“Died the 28th June last, the island Jamaica, 
Basil Cowper, Esq., formerly respectable merchant 
this place, and worthy man.” 

daughter the Cowpers married McQueen, and 
their descendants are among this present age. 

Edward Telfair, the firm Cowper and Telfairs, was 
earnest supporter Georgia’s stand the Revolutionary 
period. one writer has it, “When the storm the Ameri- 
can Revolution began lower, Mr. Telfair was found 
among the Sons was member the Con- 
tinental Congress, and was Governor Georgia two terms. 
When General Washington visited Georgia 1791, was 
entertained Governor Telfair his home near Augusta. 
died the age seventy-one, Savannah, September 
17, 1807. 
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THE LATE DOCTOR FRANCIS SORREL. 
Picturesque Character. 


the Editor the Georgia Historical Quarterly: 


Some eight nine months ago there died the city 
Washington, the 87th year his age, Dr. Francis Sorrel, 
native Savannah, who, though almost unknown Sa- 
vannahians the present day, was perhaps one the most 
picturesque characters private life ever born Savannah 
soil. 

Dr. Sorrel was the son the late Mr. Francis Sorrel 
this city, prominent and highly esteemed citizen de- 
scended from old French family. was also elder 
brother that dashing soldier, General Moxley Sorrel, 
who illustrated the manhood Savannah many blooded 
battlefields during the war between the states. 

Dr. Sorrel’s early education was acquired one the 
private schools his native town. After completing his 
High School course, entered the University Princeton 
and graduated the academic department, and the time 
his death was one the oldest graduates that vener- 
able institution learning. 

From Princeton went the University Pennsyl- 
vania, where received his degree Doctor Medicine. 
His education completed, made tour Europe im- 
prove himself travel and observation. Owing his 
family connections had exceptional opportunities for 
meeting with the aristocracy the countries visited, and 
the stories his experiences Paris and Vienna would 
make entertaining and instructive booklet. 

Returning America located Savannah for the 
purpose practicing his profession, and occupied his 
office rooms the basement the old Sorrel (now Weed) 
mansion the corner Bull and Harris Streets, the en- 
trance which was gateway the brick wall Bull 
street, which encloses the premises, since bricked up, but 
the outlines which are still discernible. 

was during this period his career that Doctor Sor- 
rel served second Stuart Elliott, half uncle Theodore 
Roosevelt, who fought the famous duel with Captain Daniels 
the death the latter. The Doctor’s dramatic 
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account this unfortunate affair, which never spoke 
until the actors themselves and their friends had long since 
the “bourn from which traveler returns,” was 
intensely interesting; particularly his graphic description 
the home-coming Elliott and himself from the scene 
the fatal encounter. How Screven’s Ferry they boarded 
large canoe propelled negro oarsmen and proceeded 
the river and how the city docks were thronged 
with excited people, many them society ladies and gentle- 
men with whom Elliott was very popular, and having 
heard rumors the duel were anxious learn the fate 
their favorite; and what cheers rent the air, and how hats 
and handkerchiefs were waved when the crowd recognized 
Elliott and realized that was safe—a stirring scene 
must have been. 

Being roving disposition, the routine the prac- 
tice his profession small city did not appeal him, 
and after few years gave his practice and residence 
Savannah and accepted commission surgeon the 
United States Army, serving with distinction the Indian 
disturbances which were then agitating Florida. was 
about this time that the country was stirred the mar- 
vellous tales the wealth and wonders the State 
California, and adventurous spirits from all sections the 
East were rushing the new Dorado. Inocculated with 
the virus wonderlust and nature bold and venture- 
some and well fitted for frontier life, Dr. Sorrel resigned his 
commission the army and joining with the hosts kin- 
dred spirits sailed for San Francisco way Panama. 
Arriving there, located immediately one the largest 
mining camps and resumed the practice his profession 
and soon established lucrative practice—his fees ranging 
those days from $10 and upwards for visit, payable 
gold dust. 

Owing his skill surgeon and the urbanity his 
manners soon became very popular with the miners and 
1860-1861 was elected member the Legislature Cal- 
ifornia, and was one the minority members that body 
who voted for secession. Convinced that the Southern cause 
the Pacific Slope was irretrievably lost, resigned from 
the Legislature and determined cast his fortunes with 
his own people. Fearing arrest attempted return 
sea, started the long and then perilous journey 
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pony express back across the western half the American 
continent. After weeks travel replete with dangers, 
privations and thrilling experiences, equalling almost the 
tribulations St. Paul himself, succeeded reaching 
Kentucky and entering the Confederate lines. pro- 
ceeded once Richmond and offered his services the 
Confederate Government and was commissioned sur- 
geon the Southern Army. His ability was speedily recog- 
nized and his promotion rapid and the close the 
war was one the medical Directors and line pro- 
motion the position Surgeon General. 

After the war closed married estimable and in- 
tellectual lady, Mrs. Rives, nee Watts, and settled her 
estate near Roanoke, Virginia—and the “Barrens” (the 
name which their country home was designated), be- 
came the hospitable meeting ground for the gentry the 
neighborhood. Later united with the Episcopal Church, 
which denomination was consistent member 
the time his death. His married life was exceptionally 
happy and lasted for some twenty years, when his wife died 
blow from which never fully recovered. 

few years after the death Mrs. Sorrel, the Doctor 
disposed his Virginia estate and moved Washington 
City where had number relatives and old friends. 

Springing from noble family, Dr. Sorrel showed his 
descent his personal appearance, his little mannerisms 
and kindly wit. medium height, but strongly knit, with 
black hair and eyes and finely chiseled features, was 
unusually handsome man. His charming manners and 
gestures were fitting companions his softly 
modulated voice, making captives all who came con- 
tact with him. was chivalrous and deferential his 
treatment women and brave but considerate his inter- 
course with men. the drawing room squire dames,” 
the field splendid spur.” With all his accomplishments, 
was modest fault—the surest test gentle birth. 

The writer will always cherish with delight the mem- 
ory the several occasions during the latter years the 
old Doctor’s life, which enjoyed the privilege sitting 
down with him his commodious apartment The Brigh- 
ton Washington City, and, over good cigar glass 
old wine, listening his charming reminiscences the 
days long ago. 
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may that the modern doctrines total abstinence, 
the dethronement woman from her high state the 
level man, and intolerance towards all weaknesses 
which flesh heir to, but which are indulged in, one way 
another, those who profess despise them, will make 
more efficient men than the gentlemen the Old School, 
but seriously doubt they will make more lovable men. 

the type Dr. Francis Sorrel, rather than one after the 
order the Apostles and Disciples the new Faith. 


NOTE: the information which the above narrative 
was based was almost entirely derived from the writer’s recollec- 
tions conversations with Dr. Sorrel, his old friends and mem- 
bers his family, may contain some inaccuracies, particularly 
the sequence events, but the main correct. 


THE BEGINNING COTTON CULTIVATION 
GEORGIA. 


the year 1828 the Savannah Georgian published 
communication written Mr. Thomas Spalding, Sapelo 
Island, giving account the introduction cotton into 
Georgia and Carolina. Some the facts stated him 
have been since then reprinted various publications, all 
them quoting the following passage substantially: 

“The winter brought several parcels cotton 
seed from the Bahamas Georgia. Among them, (in dis- 
tinct remembrance mind,) was parcel the late 
Governor Tattnall, Georgia, from near relation his, 
then Surveyor General the Bahamas, and another parcel 
the same time was transmitted Col. Roger Kelsall 
Exuma, (who was among the first, not the very first, suc- 
cessful grower cotton) father, Mr. James Spalding, 
then residing St. Georgia, who had been 
connected business with Col. Kelsall before the Revolu- 
tion. have heard that Gov. Tattnall, then young man, 
gave his seed Mr. Nicholas Turnbull, lately deceased, 
who cultivated from that period successfully.” 

From the foregoing will seen that credit was given 
Mr. Nichol (not Nicholas) Turnbull for his part the 
growing cotton early period. highly probable 
that Mr. Spalding was not acquainted with the discussion 
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this important matter early the year 1799, two 
the Savannah newspapers, which Mr. Turnbull gave 
his side the story, severe criticism anonymous 
writer who had shortly before written his account the 
subject. This correspondence has never, believe, been 
given full anywhere since was first printed the news- 
papers referred to, and deem much interest 
that gladly give space this first issue the Quarterly. 


From the Columbian Museum and Savannah Advertiser, 
Tuesday, October 15, 1799: 

Messrs. Printers, 

publishing the following you will oblige Inhab- 
itant Chatham county. 

COTTON planting this country early date; 
the same kind cotton now cultivated the Sea 
Islands, called the black seed cotton, was, the year 1767, 
planted crop Mr. John Earle, the Island Skid- 
away. That plantation owned and now under cotton 
Col. Wylly. The old inhabitants the island always 
raised perfection, and there was hardly family 
but what planted for domestic use. The late Col. De- 
veaux, during the Revolution, the same island, made 
more than had occasion for that way, which was after- 
wards sold his son, Major Deveaux, about the year 1783, 
Mr. Cecil, merchant Savannah, 15d per who 
sent England, which yielded him handsome profit. Old 
Mr. Patrick M’Kay, the Island Sapelo, planted cot- 
These are facts well known. seen the 
recollection some that previous 1767 cotton was 
article market, and purchased the ancient mercantile 
house Smith and Gordon, and remitted England. But 
may asked, why was not more generally cultivated? 
The answer easy; because rice and indigo commanded 
better price. Cotton was not such demand. The manu- 
facture that article Britain had not advanced the 
perfection now at. Lawns were then use, and not 
muslins. Another reason may assigned: the principal 
planters that time were from South Carolina. They were 
the habit cultivating rice and indigo, and opening 
fresh grounds. Their industry was well rewarded the 
cultivation those articles, without resorting others. 
Further, the great example set the provincial Gov. 
Wright the cultivation rice stimulated the planters’ ex- 
ertions that article. the higher grounds indigo was 
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cultivated until the Revolution. After the restoration 
peace, was still continued; but the merchant, well 
planter, having suffered remitting from the immense 
quantities introduced from India (for immediately after the 
British government acknowledged our independence, know- 
ing that indigo was article and its immense value could 
comprised small bulk, and that suited well the 
East India trade), gave the cultivation their do- 
minions that quarter every encouragement, the East 
India Company went far employ gentleman the 
name Gray, who owned before the war plantation 
Skidaway, now belonging John Bowman, and 
that place cultivated weed, and was reported excellent 
make indigo. The public have had information 
that person’s errand, and the views those who sent him 
had the desired effect. gave them once supply 
that article from their own territory, and completely foiled 
the making indigo the United States; but thanks our 
climate, tho’ the planters were compelled turn their atten- 
tion something else, they recollected that cotton could 
cultivated lands that produced indigo, and inclined their 
thoughts that article, and this most were encouraged 
acrop black seed cotton from seed procured from Major 
Barnard Wilmington Island which was raised the 
Island Skidaway, 10,000 lbs. which crop was shipped 
England the spring 1791 Messrs. Johnston and 
Robertson account Francis Levett, Esq., which estab- 
lished the character Georgia sea island cotton; being the 
first shipment any consequence; and him the state 
stands indebted for having entered article com- 
merce the British prices current; the whole the crop 
being ginned out the common bridle gin, and neatly 
packed for market added the sale, hence the propriety 
fairly preserving the staple the roller gin—cotton having 
now become important article export from the state, 
independent its excellent quality aided the fortuitous 
circumstances the wretched state things the West 
Indies, the interruption commerce Mediter- 
ranean that whatever hints may thrown out, either 
the culture the plant, bringing the cotton wool 
different staples market without injury deceiving the 


manufactures, ought well received and generally bene- 
ficial. 
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From the Georgia Gazette—Thursday, November 28, 
1799. 


Messrs. Nicholas Johnson and Co. 


observe publication Messrs. Seymour Wool- 
hopter’s paper the 15th October last, inhabitant 
Chatham county, respecting the origin cotton planting 
this state, without attempting give the public any useful 
information this late period either with respect any 
improvement the culture, ginning, packing, which 
seems perfectly ridiculous. cannot conceive the 
intention such publication unless was immortalize 
family connexion, give credit those who are not this 
day the least entitled any, regard the introduc- 
tion cotton staple commodity, either before after 
the Revolution. attention general too much en- 
gaged business fond troubling the public with the 
observations shall make, and which should have made 
sooner, had not been ill the time the publication 
the inhabitant Chatham county appeared, and continued 
so, well known for two three weeks after, which 
unfortunate circumstances, added other calamities which 
have occurred since, mind and affairs have been em- 
barrassed, however, this late period, friends have ad- 
vised reply, may appear those who not know 
that have acted ever since 1787 imposter, de- 
claring myself the first founder and introducer cotton 
planting since the Revolution; think therefore duty 
owe myself and few friends who were encour- 
aged experiments, and followed example, show 
where conceive the merit justly due. 

Two years after removed into this state, making the 
necessary observations the climate, added estimate 
then possession the culture cotton, made the 
John Earle mentioned from his five years experiments 
the Island Skidaway, which was given him 
father Florida, when the same John Earle was his 
employ, first induced being anxious make the at- 
tempt. Being the time stranger the country, and 
little known, consequently requested friend Josiah 
Tattnall, Junr., procure some cotton seed which with 
difficulty got from Mr. John Smith So. Carolina, but 
only one quart. the spring 1789 planted small patch 
Whitemarsh Island, and made observations; finding 
produced beyond expectation, and those who exam- 
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crop the year following, sparing part the seed had 
raised Josiah Tattnall, John Milledge, and James Seagrove, 
also some others not present recollect, but none 
Mr. Levett, not being then believe the state. These 
three gentlemen were most strenuous follow ex- 
ample, being then generally observed most that 
crop could never gathered prepared for such 
was the general opinion till some these gentlemen and 
myself convinced our neighboring planters the contrary. 
Finding second year’s experiment amply rewarded 
industry, planted the following year acres, and the 
year after nearly hundred acres, which time the staple 
was fully established, and became object attention 
and general culture. not mean this production 
reflect the author who gave rise the present publica- 
tion, probably may mistaken with respect the per- 
son; but still must confess must know me, and further 
cotton planter, and knew the time was entitled 
the greatest merit; so, say has acted with the ut- 
most ingratitude, done injury without: provocation, 
and exposed me, conceive, imposter the whole 
community. Such illegal and ungenerous behavior despise, 
and shall ever resent, have been taught never take 
merit unjustly from any one, injure fellows com- 
munity, but the same time not permit wrested 
from myself, those gentlemen who are jointly entitled 
it. 

own trumpeter considered fulsome, cannot 
reflect honor, but discovers despicable weakness, and such 
must retort the author the production, now answer 
provided acquainted with me, and conjectures are 
well but have been brought the test, now 
declare myself the first producer cotton planting 
since the Revolution, and the three gentlemen before men- 
tioned deserve attention for aiding and assisting the intro- 
duction valuable article commerce which without 
our exertions question whether the offspring those who 
planted before and during the Revolution would have ob- 
tained themselves their industry the same credit even 
this day. 

Having gone thus far, shall further add observing, 
that admit John Earle planted 1767, and probable 
Col. Deveaux did the same during the Revolution; 
but the former more deserving public attention than the 
latter; the former probably planted his own accord, 
under the direction his employer, and persevered for five 
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years, but the latter was unfortunately compelled, like many 
others, fall some method clothe his family 
negroes, was customary the time all the Southern 
States, but his son Major Deveaux, found cotton pro- 
ductive, why did not, some the family, follow the 
culture; they then possessed lands suitable for the purpose, 
and would have saved the trouble this reply. 

for the other parts the author’s piece cannot 
take upon contradict them, being stranger the 
circumstances, excepting what relates Mr. Frazer Levett. 
The author after taking, supposed, himself family 
entailment cotton planting, gives the dregs Mr. Levett, 
telling you “that this gentleman shipped 10,000 Ibs. 
cotton England 1791, which established the character 
Georgia Sea Island Cotton, being the first shipment 
any consequence, and him the state stands indebted for 
having entered article commerce the British 
prices current.” answer assert, that conceive Mr. 
Levett not entitled any merit, previous that time 
five times the quantity was made this state and shipped 
the Savannah merchants, and the character firmly es- 
tablished; besides not suppose the trouble was great 
Mr. Levett, cost him anything, and which any one could 
have done well himself. early June, 1789, sold 
the growth 1788 the house May Hills, also 
Abraham Legget; likewise shipped part crop 
England, the same believe was done the house Speirs, 
McLeod Co., part which was sold Josiah Tattnall 
and myself. November, 1790, purchased Charleston 
15,673 gross weight sea island cotton Isaac Peace, 
said have been raised that year Col. Gairdner’s planta- 
tion Carolina. The same year the culture was general 
the upper and lower parts this state and Carolina. men- 
tion these circumstances prove that this state not 
the least indebted Mr. Levett for the author’s supposed 
extraordinary shipments establishment the staple; 
believe the work was completed before Mr. Levett came 
the state. could relate many other circumstances too 
tedious mention therefore whom the merit ought 
given, trust, from what have already written, sufficient 
for the present determine the public mind. early 
period, also lately, wrote instructions for the culture cot- 
ton; should future make any useful discoveries shall 
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think duty owe fellow citizens give them every 
information, till then shall remain silent, and leave the 
inhabitant Chatham county his own reflections. 


NICHOL TURNBULL. 
Deptford Hill, 19th Nov., 1799. 


THE MINIS FAMILY. 
THE GENEALOGICAL EDITOR. 


When the trustees for establishing the Colony Geor- 
gia America made known their willingness receive 
pecuniary assistance the effort accomplish their design, 
subscription lists were opened number places 
England, and the people all classes opened their purses 
behalf the worthy cause. Among them, the Hebrews 
established commission their own class receive money 
from such sympathized with the object. Notwithstanding 
this, the Trustees had let known that people that 
religion would not accepted settlers the new Colony. 
Some them, however, seriously thought joining the ex- 
pedition, but none offered themselves. 

The first party the Georgia settlers, headed Gen- 
eral Oglethorpe, arrived Savannah, February 12, (new 
style), 1733; and soon after, that say, the 11th 
July, vessel arrived with party about forty Hebrew 
colonists. was Mr. Abraham Minis, with his wife 
Abigail and two daughters, Esther and Leah. Oglethorpe 
made known them the fact that their presence the soil 
reserved for his colonists was contrary the wishes and 
order the but, considering the difficulties the 
case, permitted them remain, subject any require- 
ments the governing body after had set before them the 
facts the premises. Suffice say that, while definite 
conclusion was ever reached, and consent ever given, 
those people were not and they became active par- 
ticipants all the affairs the Colony. 

From that time the Minis and other families have be- 
come closely identified with the history and develop- 
ment Georgia that they are rightfully leaders all 
matters public importance. are now concerned only 
with the one family and will leave the consideration 
others another time. 
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Shortly after their arrival son was born Abraham 
and Abigail, whom the name Philip was given, and 
was the first male white child born Georgia. His 
career was notable one, and much could said him 
which would worthy the careful attention the 
reader. ardent supporter the cause independ- 
ence, and, through the ample means his command, ren- 
dered most material aid towards the maintenance the 
Continental Armies. His boldness supporting the ene- 
mies Great Britain and assisting with his fortune the 
troops engaged resisting the oppression his people, 
brought upon him the extreme hatred the Royalist Gen- 
eral Assembly under Sir James Wright, and was named 
the notorious act passed that body, known “The 
Disqualifying Act,” declaring all persons named ever 
afterwards incapable holding exercising any office 
trust, honor, profit within the limits Georgia. that 
list one hundred and fifty-one names Philip Minis stands 
number eighty-four. 

Time and space forbid the recording all the facts 
known his providing for the keeping the military 
forces within the territory occupied American soldiers 
the Southern Department, but eminently proper 
insert this point the following document, recently recov- 
ered from mass old papers which had for many 
years been hidden, and its existence unsuspected. now, 
therefore, for the first time, given publicity: 


Indorsed 


notarial copy the certificate signed Col. Wm. 
Kennon, Commissary Gen’l and Brig’r Gen’l Robert Howe 
Mr. Philip Minis the monies due him from the Conti- 
nental chest. Dated 17th May, 1777. 

17th Feb’y, 1777, Chs Town, So. Carolina. 

Whereas November last there was neither Commis- 
sary Gen’l pay master Gen’l the State Georgia, and 
acted such, order Howe, and having fund 
established for such purposes, was obliged take such 
money was necessary the credit the publick, and 
accordingly Mr. Philip Minis advanced for the pay the 
third North Carolina Regiment the sum Two Hundred 
and Twenty two pounds fifteen shillings and six pence; for 
White’s Volunteers Sixty two pounds Six shillings and six 
pence; and for the Virginia 8th Regiment Six Hundred and 
fifty three pounds two shillings and two pence; and Seven 
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Hundred and Ninety one pounds twelve shillings and Six 
pence for the purchase provisions for the whole the 
Continental Troops then the said State—The whole 
amounting Seventeen Hundred and Twenty Nine pounds 
Eighteen Shillings Georgia Currency, Ten Thousand 
Nine hundred and Ninteen and half dollars, which said 
sum now due the said Minis from the Continent 
America. 


(Signed) WILL KENNON. 
The above sums were advanced Mr. Minis set 


forth this Certificate. 
(Signed) ROBERT HOWE. 


John Troup, Notary Public, duly admitted and sworn, 
dwelling Broad Street Charles Town, the State 
South Carolina, hereby certify all whom these presents 
concern that the before written Certificate signed Will 
Kennon with the thereunder written Certificate signed 
Robert Howe are true and full copies the original Certifi- 
cates produced and shewn Mr. Jacob Read, Attor- 
ney for Mr. Philip Minis, this Seventeenth day May, 
the year our Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and 
Seventy Seven, with which said original Certificates have 
carefully compared the same. Thus done and certified 
the said Notary Charles Town this Seventeenth day 
May the presence Thomas Radcliffe, Jun’r, and Jacob 
Read—witnesses. Faith and Testimony whereof have 
hereunto affixed seal and subscribed name, 


JOHN TROUP, Not. (Seal) 
Oct. 31st, 1778, give receipt Michael Helligar, 


Treasurer, for Six Thousand Nine Hundred Nineteen 


Half Dollars. 

Memorandum that this 24th Decem’r, 1778, Edw’d 
Telfair settled the sum Six Thousand Nine Hundred 
Nineteen Dollars One Half, being the sum received 
the Treasury the United States account. 

6919 Dollars. 


PHILIP MINIS. 


Mr. Philip Minis died Friday, the 6th March, 1789, 
and six days after the Gazette published this obituary 
him: 


“On Friday, March 6th, 1789, departed this life Mr. 
Philip Minis, merchant, aged years. was the first 
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white male child born this state. His remains were 
buried the Jews’ burial ground Sunday morning, 
attended large number respectable citizens who, 
their solemn attention, evinced how sensibly they felt the 
loss the community has sustained valuable man. 
has left disconsolate widow and five children, together 
with aged and venerable mother, and five sisters, 
deplore their loss. was affectionate husband, dutiful 
son, tender father and kind brother; short, was 
every sense the word truly honest man.” 

The father the man whom have just written, 
Abraham Minis, soon after his landing Georgia, entered 
into mercantile life, and associated with him after while 
Mr. Salomons, using the firm name Minis Salomons. 
The copartnership existed, shown the Colonial records, 
early 1737, and transacted large business. Their 
dealings with the Trustees the Colony relation the 
issuing what were known “Sola Bills,” are men- 
tioned even far back April 27, that year, and 
1738 find that they did considerable amount business 
the shipping line, having number vessels consigned 
them. hardly worth while quote the items which 
show the various business transactions the firm; but 
well make note the fact that such items prove that the 
house Minis Salomons was well established business 
some time before the date the founding the firm 
Harris Habersham, heretofore considered the first mer- 
chants business Georgia. The year the found- 
ing the latter universally conceded 1749. 

Philip Minis and his wife Judith (Pollock) had son 
Isaac who married Dinah Cohen. son was born the 
latter couple named Philip, and studied physican, 
and was commissioned assistant surgeon the United 
States Army April 12, 1826, and promoted with the rank 
major the year 1836. resigned 1837. 

The Hon. Wilson Lumpkin, twice governor Georgia, 
and United States Senator, was, the 17th July, 1836, 
appointed Commissioner execute the Cherokee Treaty 
1835, and that time Dr. Minis was the Disbursing Agent 
the Indian Department Mr. Lumpkin entertained 
high regard for the doctor, and his correspondence 
mentioned him for the first time letter Harris, 
Commissioner Indian Affairs, dated November 22, 1836, 
these words: had the good fortune meet with Doctor 
Minis the 8th inst., Gainesville, Georgia, his way 
New Echota, when and where communicated him 
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verbally views connection with his official duties 
and his name occurs frequently the correspondence 
the subject the Cherokee Indians until July, 1837, the date 
his resignation from the army. 

younger son Isaac and Dinah Minis was Abram, 
born 1820, and married Miss Lavinia Florance. was 
one Savannah’s leading merchants and citizen the 
highest integrity and social influence. was alderman 
the city 1859-1860. continued active business life 
long lived. his latest years took into partner- 
ship two his sons, Florance and Isaac, the name the 
firm being Minis and Sons. Another son, Abram, studied 
law, was admitted the Savannah Bar, and one our best 
known lawyers, with considerable practice. The business 
Minis Sons was continued after the death the father 
until the youngest member followed him the tomb, and 
then Mr. Minis retired and closed out the business. 

The last named married Miss Louisa Porter Gilmer, 
daughter General Gilmer. Isaac married Miss 
Eugenia Myers and died leaving two sons. Abram mar- 
ried first Miss Anna Cohen, Baltimore, who died few 
months after marriage, and his second wife’s name was 
Mabel Henry. daughter Mr. and Mrs. Abram Minis, 
Miss Lavinia Florance Minis, married Charles Henry, 
New York. Another daughter Miss Maria Minis. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE FIRST GEORGIA 
NEWSPAPER—THE GAZETTE. 


The first newspaper printed Georgia was issued from 
Savannah and the first number was dated Thursday, April 
7th, 1763. The publisher, Mr. James Johnston, had nothing 
say way prospectus announcement the course 
proposed take the management the paper. All 
had say was the following brief sentence: 

Savannah: Printed James Johnston, the Print- 
ing Office, Broughton Street where Advertisements, 
ters Intelligence, and Subscriptions for this Paper are 
taken in. 

The paper was called the Georgia Gazette. 

The foreign news was not great importance. 
American news the most important was from Philadelphia 
dated January 27, this effect: 

Yesterday his Honour the Governor proclaimed the 
Court House the cessation hostilities (ending with the 
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treaty Paris, whereby England gained possession 
Canada) the presence vast concourse people who 
showed great joy the happy occasion. 

the page devoted local affairs this same event 
thus noticed: 

Tuesday, the 15th March, his Majesty’s procla- 
mation for cessation arms was proclaimed here with the 
usual formalities. 

More purely local the item that Monday the 28th ult. 
John Mullryne, Esq., was chosen member the Assembly, 
for the district Goshen, St. Matthew’s parish, the 
room William Francis, Esq., deceased. 

also have the information: 

hear from good authority that the last accounts 
from the Creek nation, that every thing remains quiet 
amongst those Indians. 

Sir James Wright made his first appearance Georgia 
meeting the Governor and Council Savannah, Oct. 
31st, 1760, when took the oath office. singular 
that the journals the upper and lower houses the as- 
sembly not contain full these proceedings. After 
lengthy session, the 7th April, 1763, Sir James prorogued 
the Assembly the 5th July, but only the prefatory 
words his speech are given those records, while the 
speech full printed the Gazette April 14, 
follows: 

Thursday last his Excellency, after delivering the 
following speech was pleased prorogue the General 
Assembly this province the 5th day July next. 


Gentlemen the Council, 
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen the Commons House As- 
sembly: 

return you thanks for preserving that degree unan- 
imity and temper which has subsisted during this very long 
session such conduct, Gentlemen, you will generally find 
answer the best purposes for the good the community. 
But hope, our next meeting, that business will have 
quicker dispatch, and the tax act will passed earlier. 
certain the one will more convenient yourselves, 
and think the other would your constituents 


general. 
JAMES WRIGHT. 
Savannah, Council Chamber 
April 7th, 1763. 
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The Union Society which, for many years, has had the 
management the Bethesda Orphan House, supposed 
have been founded about the year 1750. was not char- 
tered until Aug. 14, 1786; but the first printed notice 
its existence found the number the Gazette, April 
14,1763. Here is: 

The members the Union Society are desired meet 
the house Mrs. Smith Savannah, Monday next, 
being the 18th instant, six o’clock the evening, par- 
ticular business; and also the same place Saturday, 
the 23d instant, eight o’clock the morning, being the 
anniversary feast the said society. 

order the stewards, 


PETER GAUDY, Clk. 


The culture silk was industry which received great 
attention the part the trustees Georgia, and 
from the beginning the Colony until after the year 1774, 
when was finally abandoned. has ever since been 
matter wonder that the business was not more closely at- 
tended to, but all that question has been largely and fre- 
quently written up. The following, taken from the Gazette 
April 21, 1763, shows that that time the people still con- 
sidered possible make paying investment. 


Sold. 


tract Land, pleasantly situated and healthy, New- 
ington village, Christ Church parish, containing five hun- 
dred and fifty acres inferior none the province, suitable 
for rice, corn, indico, with great reserve back water, 
has good dwelling house, barn and out houses, with many 
other conveniences; and large quantity mulberry trees 
sufficient raise four five hundred weight cocoons; 
fifty acres land already cleared and under good fence 
fit for planting, and good pasture; likewise good sawing 
timber, plenty cypress, white oak, etc., very con- 
venient carriage town being upon the broad road, and 
only five miles distance; said land joins Messrs. Joseph 
and William Gibbons. For further particulars apply 


JOHN FRANCIS TRIBOUDETT, 
ADRIAN 


. 
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EVAN HOWELL. 
GEORGIAN. 


those rendering conspicuous service the state dur- 
ing the Civil War, the stormy reconstruction days, and 
the development period following, the late Evan Howell, 
Atlanta, occupies notable position Georgia history. 

was born December 10, 1839, Warsaw that 
part Forsyth county which has since become Milton, 
being the son Clark Howell, who boy ten years 
was brought his father, Evan Howell, from their 
Carolina home settle what was then—1821—the Chat- 
tahoochee River frontier marking the line between the 
white civilization Georgia and the Indian settlement be- 
yond. The pioneer, Evan Howell, with many other North 
Carolinians, settled Georgia take advantage the 
opportunities then offered the opening the lands that 
part the state. The first few years Evan Howell 
were spent the mountain surroundings his father’s 
home with the family several younger brothers and one 
sister. 

When young Howell was about nine years age his 
father wishing secure better educational advantages for 
his family young children was attracted the activity 
the thriving young town Marthasville about twenty 
miles away. accordingly purchased lot adjoining what 
now the site the Piedmont Hotel Atlanta, removing 
his family their new home, the name which was 
changed from Marthasville Atlanta the year their com- 
ing. “The call the country,” however, the father 
the family proved irresistible after year two the 
village Atlanta. The father, Clark Howell, purchased 
large tract land the Chattahoochee river near Atlanta, 
built handsome home there and sold his Atlanta home the 
famous Dr. Crawford Long, the discoverer anaesthesia, 
and who that time lived Athens. 

Evan Howell after attending one the few private 
schools the young Atlanta, was large enough shortly after 
the removal his father their country home enter the 
Georgia Military Institute Marietta; after course 
which entered the Lumpkin Law School Athens—now 
the law school the University Georgia. graduated 
law 1859 and went once Sandersville, Ga., Judge 
James Hook prominent member the bar that circuit, 
having offered the young graduate position his office. 
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The storm the Civil War was then gathering and 
had not long been practicing law Sandersville before the 
Confederacy made its call for volunteers. enlisted 
the First Georgia Regiment orderly sergeant, becom- 
ing lieutenant within month. the end year 
joined Captain Robert Martin the organization bat- 
tery artillery. Most the enlistments were from among 
his comrades who, citizens Washington county which 
Sandersville the county seat, had entered the First Geor- 
gia Regiment with him. Within few months after the or- 
ganization this battery Captain Martin obtained his ma- 
jority and his first lieutenant, Evan Howell, became cap- 
tain. This battery served with distinction through the Civil 
War being known Howell’s Battery Artillery. served 
under Jackson Virginia after which was transferred 
the Western Army being engaged some its most notable 
battles, and the historic three day fight Chickamauga 
this battery rendered particularly brilliant service. 

After Chickamauga, Howell’s Battery fell back Atlan- 
with General Joseph Johnston participating the sev- 
eral engagements between Johnston and Sherman the 
famous march from Chickamauga Atlanta. 

Howell’s Battery was entrenched one the hills 
overlooking the battlefield Peachtree Creek which marked 
the first assault Atlanta, and two days later was the 
very center the storm the Battle Atlanta which 
Captain Howell under orders take his battery across 
the field under full fire silence the guns particular 
Federal battery which was doing great damage the Con- 
federate line, had his horse shot from under him and lost 
almost half his company. The Federal battery, however, 
was silenced and captured. 

Captain Howell remained the war until its close and 
then became active factor the work rebuilding the 
city and state had been war. 

Immediately after the war Atlanta, having been burned 
General Sherman, offered rare opportunity for those 
search business activity. The town had practically 
rebuilt. Captain Howell, who during the war had married 
Miss Julia Erwin South Carolina, located with his wife 
and infant sons Clark and Albert upon tract land near 
the Chattahoochee river belonging his father, and for 
nearly two years engaged cutting and sawing timbers 
from the virgin forest for use material the upbuilding 
Atlanta. cut and sawed with his own hands sending 
the product his sawmill Atlanta where there was in- 
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sistent demand high prices for all such material. Return- 
ing from the war his ragged uniform, the first pair 
trousers Captain Howell obtained replenish his exhausted 
supply was made his wife from one her old calico 
dresses. the end two years, desiring re-enter the 
practice law Atlanta, located the city accepting 
position reporter with the Atlanta Intelligencer with the 
idea establishing himself before returning his profes- 
sion. Serving year city editor the Intelligencer, 
resumed 1869 the practice his profession. was 
exceedingly active for several years supporting and 
strengthening the municipal government member 
the city council. then became solicitor general the 
Atlanta circuit, serving under the eminent John Hopkins 
judge, and the administration this court with Judge 
Hopkins and Captain Howell solicitor general, became 
notable throughout the state for its work suppression 
the reign lawlessness and murder which had character- 
ized the period immediately following the days recon- 
struction. 

1873 Captain Howell was elected the state senate 
and then re-elected for the second term. was delegate- 
at-large from the state the St. Louis, Cincinnati and 
Chicago Democratic National Conventions, serving each 
the committee Platform and Resolutions. 

The General Assembly the State Georgia having 
appropriated one million dollars for the purpose erecting 
new capitol building Governor McDaniel ap- 
pointed Captain Howell 1888 member the Capitol 
Commission five charged with plenary power the con- 
struction this building. The commission accomplished 
the unique feat completing the building within the appro- 
priation and turning back into the state treasury the unused 
part the fund. 

Prior the erection the new capitol building the 
City Atlanta had undergone heated campaign against 
the old capital, the City Milledgeville, for the honor 
becoming the permanent capital the state, subject only 
change vote the people authorized two-third 
vote both houses the General Assembly. 

Captain Howell was one Atlanta’s executive com- 
mittee three which had charge the direction this 
notable campaign, the contest resulting Atlanta’s over- 
whelming victory. 

1876 Captain Howell, having retired from official 
service solicitor general devote himself the active 
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practice his profession which engaged with pro- 
nounced success, took advantage opportunity buy 
half interest the Atlanta Constitution. was then the 
attorney the paper and through that connection received 
offer sale from the ownership half the stock. 
Captain Howell purchased this and became associated with 
William Hemphill who owned the other half. Captain 
Howell became editor the Constitution, Mr. Hemphill, also 
gallant Confederate veteran, business manager, and soon 
afterwards Henry Grady became associated with the Con- 
stitution through offer Captain Howell who recognized 
his marked ability. These three men formed historic tri- 
umvirate participating every development the city. 

Captain Howell who, upon his return Atlanta after 
the war member the city council, joined laying 
the foundation the city’s new public schools system and 
the construction the municipal water works, had been 
prominently identified with every movement looking the 
development the city, was the head the citizens or- 
ganization formed rebuild the Kimball House upon the 
burning the famous hotel that name which, that 
time, was the most notable hotel structure the South. 
president the company led the movement which con- 
structed the new Kimball House. 

Long before and then while member council, im- 
pressed with the idea that Atlanta’s growth must come 
through its railroad development, took active interest 
the movement have the city subscribe $300,000 the 
building the Atlanta Charlotte Air Line railroad giving 
the city this direct connection with New York and the East 
with which all railroad connection prior that time was 
way Augusta the one side and Chattanooga and 
Knoxville the other. Captain Howell was named one 
Atlanta’s two directors the new company and rendered 
active service pushing the road far northward Gaines- 
ville where connected with the extension from Charlotte 
completing the through direct route from New York 
Atlanta. Later on, was active the building the 
Georgia Western from Atlanta Birmingham, now 
part the Southern system. 

For period nearly quarter century Captain 
Howell was prominently identified with the politics the 
State Georgia, recognized everywhere 
whose force the shaping any public ques- 
tion perhaps exceeded that any other individual the 
state. was man remarkable personality, his name 
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being synonymous for good humor, for sound wisdom, 
probity and progress. had remarkable faculty for 
going straight the meat any proposition and im- 
pressing his views upon any audience. 

Captain Howell remained the head the Atlanta 
Constitution until voluntarily retired 1897, being suc- 
ceeded his Clark Howell. had intended retire 
the quiet well earned rest, but President William 
McKinley requested him serve special commission 
conduct certain phases the Spanish- 
American War, and pursuance this duty spent sev- 
eral months Washington shortly after the close that 
war. While absent from Atlanta this service something 
special interest the city made desirable secure 
specially strong representation the General Assembly 
and was nominated and elected for service the house. 
Whenever city emergency arose his services were always 
drafted, and after his legislative service the citizens 
his ward insisted his entering council obtain some 
special recognition which the ward thought was en- 
titled, and which had been unable get. 

Captain Howell rendered the service and took such 
active interest city affairs that general call went from 
all parts the city for him permit the use his name 
mayor, which position was elected 1902. 

After retiring from the mayoralty Captain Howell took 
life easily his suburban home West End, Atlanta, where 
died August 1905, survived his wife and seven 
children, Clark Howell, Albert Howell, Mrs. Robert 
Foreman, Mrs. Ida Howell Cramer, Mrs. Byron Bower, 
Miss Rosalie Howell and Evan Howell, Jr. 

Atlantan ever wrought the impress his per- 
sonality more deeply upon the city than did for almost 
half century. was closely identified with every civic 
development Atlanta and was particularly active the 
affairs the first Cotton Exposition held Atlanta 
1881, which was director and which contributed 
wonderfully the development the textile industries 
the South. 

Captain Howell was closely identified for many years 
with the broad field American Journalism, having been 
president the Southern Associated Press from its organi- 
zation until was merged into the national association. 
numbered his friends the thousands among newspaper 
and public men the country over, and the news his death 
was received everywhere with expression universal regret. 
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was man remarkable force character, vigorous, 
determined and strong, and one his essential characteris- 
tics was his unswerving loyalty his friends and his tire- 
less fidelity any cause that espoused. never under- 
took thing half way methods and whenever 
got into contest pushed his leadership with boundless 
energy. Ifa loser, accepted defeat most gracefully and 
always without scar—if victor, generally was, 
was more than generous the vanquished. 

the close the Civil War during which had 
fought for nearly five years dismember the Union, 
became intensely interested the effort bring about 
National reconciliation, and perhaps the greatest work 
his newspaper, The Constitution, was the service rendered 
under Captain Howell and Henry Grady the broad 
influence exerted strengthening the bonds fraternity 
between the North and the South and wiping out the last 
vestige sectional animosity. 


MUSTER ROLL COMPANY CONFEDERATE 
STATES TROOPS. 


present herewith list soldiers serving 
independent artillery company the Confederate States 
Army. have large number these rolls Confed- 
erate soldiers the Library the Georgia Historical 
Society, and our purpose print one them each 
number the Quarterly, believing that they will prove 
sufficient interest warrant this action 


Muster Roll Capt. Martin’s Company, Light Artillery, 
Army The Confederate States America, From 
the 28th Day Feb. 1863, When Last Mustered, 
the 30th Day April, 1863. 
Martin, Captain, detached duty. 
Evan Howell, Lieut., commanding the company. 
Robson, Lieut., twenty days leave. 
Bland, 2nd Lieut. Dudley, 7th Sergt. 
Martin, Ord. Sergt. Hall, Corpl. 
Ainsworth, Sergt.W. Cox, 2nd Corpl. 


Ervin, Sergt. Oquin, 3rd Corpl. 
Newsome, 2nd Sergt. Webster, 4th Corpl. 
Gibson, 3rd Sergt. Cullens, 5th Corpl. 


Fulford, 4th Sergt. Cox, Bugle. 
Warthen, 5th Sergt. Hermann, Bugle. 
Hines, 6th Sergt. 
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Blizzard. 

Bodiford. 
Bodiford. 
Braswell. 
Braswell. 

Brooks. 

Brooks. 


Bynum. 


Cullins. 
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Doolittle. 
Doolittle. 


Franklin. 
Franklin. 
Garner. 

Gilmore. 
Gilmore. 


PRIVATES. 


Gilmore. 
Gilmore. 
Goodown. 
Goodown. 


Hardedge. 
Harman. 
Heath. 


Loden. 
Lord. 

Lord. 

Lord. 

Lord. 

McCoy. 
McCoy. 

McCoy. 
Massey. 
Mathews. 
Oquin. 
Oxford. 
Pittman. 
Pool. 
Posey. 
Ragan. 
Rayfield. 
Rogers. 


Allen. 
Bailey. 
Barnwell. 
Barnwell. 
Bland. 
Horton. 
Horton. 
Horton. 
Howard. 
Howard. 
Hulsey. 
Jackson. 
Jackson. 
Cord. Jones. 
Lockman. 
Dixon. 
Dudley. 
Durham. 
Ellis. 
Field. 
Ford. 
Ford. 
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Salter. 
Sheppard. 


Sheppard. 


Tompkins. 


Tompkins. 


Toulson. 


Tompkins. 


The company was afterwards known Battery 
Artillery. this time was stationed Stave Landing, Bryan 
county. 


WILKES COUNTY, ITS PLACE GEORGIA 
HISTORY. 
OTIS ASHMORE. 


county the state Georgia richer natural 
resources and the achievements her citizens than 
Wilkes. Her contributions material wealth and dis- 
tinguished men and women the upbuilding the state 
remarkable. She has furnished eleven Governors Geor- 
gia, who were either born Wilkes, who were some 
times residents that county, and seventeen counties 
the state have been named honor her eminent sons. 

Wilkes county originally embraced very large terri- 
tory, including Lincoln, Elbert, Oglethorpe, and part 
Hart, Warren, McDuffie, Talliaferro, Madison and Greene 
counties. This territory was acquired from the Indians 
payment debts due the early traders, and 1773 was 
opened settlement. 1777 was created into county 
the State Constitution that year. was named 
honor John Wilkes, distinguished member the British 
Parliament, who strenuously opposed those harsh and un- 
just measures towards America which finally led the 
Revolution. 
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EARLY SETTLERS. 


The earliest settlers Wilkes county were from North 
Carolina, but these were soon followed large number 
Virginia families greater wealth, education and in- 
fluence. The differences feeling and social status be- 
tween these two groups gave rise political antagonisms 
which were times state-wide. The political strife between 
Crawford and Clark instance. William Crawford 
was Virginian, while John Clark was North Carolinian, 
and for many years Georgia politics was divided into two 
great factions, whose members espoused the cause one 
the other these two great leaders. 

worthy note that the early settlers Wilkes 
county were totally different group from that which was 
planted Savannah Oglethorpe 1733. The Wilkes 
county settlers came steady migratory stream from 
Virginia, North Carolina, and Maryland, and they were 
the best English and Scotch-Irish stock. Behind these 
people ancestral lines lay habits thrift and industry, 
hardihood and courage, and honor and high purpose. 
therefore not strange that from such ancestral stock 
many men mark should produced. Among these early 
settlers were the following: 

Gen. Elijah Clarke and his son John Clark, who 
afterwards became Governor, Colonel John Dooly, Colonel 
Thomas Dooly, Stephen Heard, Barnard Heard, Jesse 
Heard, George Mathews (Governor), Colonel Benjamin 
Taliaferro, Francis Meriwether, Thomas Meriwether, David 
Meriwether, John Heard, Benjamin Wilkinson, John Talbot 
and his son Matthew Talbot (Governor), Colonel Micah 
Williamson, William Barnett, John Gilmer, Thomas Gil- 
mer, the father Governor George Gilmer, John Marks, 
John Callaway, Nathaniel Edge, Wiley Hill, John Myrick, 
Colonel John Freeman, Colonel Holman Freeman, Dr. 
Bibb, General Samuel Blackburn, Nathaniel Barnett, 
Micajah McGehee, Daniel Harvie, Reuben Jordan, John 
Davenport, John Bradley, James Bradley, George Lump- 
kin, John Rutherford, John Hill, Thomas Ansley, Nathaniel 
Howell, Thomas Wooten, Burwell Pope, John Lindsey, 
Frederick Sims, William Pollard, Benjamin Jackson, Walter 
Jackson, William Morgan, Thomas Branham, John Wing- 
field, John Nall, Nathaniel Christmas, Job Callaway, Jacob 
Early, Henry Mounger, William Glenn, Walker Richard- 
son, Benjamin Joyney, Reuben Saffold, James Findley, 
Curtace Wellborn, Samuel Cresswell, James Anthony, Wil- 
liam Terrell, Joel Terrell, Daniel Grant, Thomas Grant, 
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William Armstrong, Sanders Walker, Colonel 
Nicholas Long, Thomas Wellborn, Thomas Carter, Spencer 
Crane, Mr. Pharr, James Jack, Garland Wingfield, Mr. 
Cuthbert, Thomas Napier, William Moss, Captain Lipham, 
Horatio Marbury, John Barksdale, Henry Pope, Charles 
Tate, Henry Gibson, John Pope, David Lowery, Thomas 
Wingfield, William Stokes, William Gilbert, Daniel Mills, 
Edward Butler, David Hillhouse, Micajah Anthony, John 
Candler, John Cain, Elijah Darden, Gabriel Toombs, Wil- 
liam Toombs, John Stephens, Williamson Bird, George 
Willis, Humphrey Burdett, Joel Hurt, Pressly Rucker, 
William Sanson, James Sanson, William Head, Alexander 
Cummins, John Collier, Joseph Wilson, Sampson Harris, 
Anthony Poullain, John Colley, Philip Combs, Jacob 
Shorter, William Ogletree, Joseph Callaway, William 
Rabun, Henry Colquitt, James Shepard, Colonel John 
Graves, Captain Abram Simons, Rev. Silas Mercer, Rev. 
Beck, Henry Jossey, and Matthew Sikes. 

1773 Stephen Heard Virginia planted colony 
upon the present site the town Washington, and there 
built stockade fort. His two brothers, Barnard and 
Jesse, and probably his father John Heard, came with him. 
During the Revolution Heard’s Fort became the temporary 
seat the state government after Augusta fell into the 
hands the British, and Stephen Heard acted Governor. 
The traditional site the old fort that upon which the 
new court house now stands, where also stood the old 
Heard House which the last meeting the Confederate 
Cabinet was held. 

The first court held north Augusta was Heard’s 
Fort April 25, 1779, where Absalom Bedell, Benjamin 
Catchings, and William Down were the Justices. Zacha- 
riah Lamar and James Gorman were added later. Colonel 
John Dooly was the attorney for the state. this court 
nine persons were sentenced hanged, principally for 
treason, “under indictments,” says Judge Andrews the 
Bench and Bar Georgia, “about long your finger.” 

The name Heard’s Fort was changed 1780 
Washington honor “The Father his Country,” 
being the first town the United States named. 


BATTLE KETTLE CREEK. 


During the Revolution, Wilkes county, which then in- 
cluded Lincoln and the other parts cut off since, was called 
the Tories “the Hornet’s Nest,” account the pa- 
triotic activity and bravery her people. About eight 
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miles west Washington was fought February 14, 1779, 
the battle Kettle Creek, where the American forces under 
Pickens, Clarke and Dooly almost annihilated the British 
troops under Colonel Boyd. The British leader with 
about eight hundred men had crossed the Savannah near 
its junction with Broad River, and was shaping his course 
westward point Little River, where had agreed 
upon union with the notorious McGirth. The Ameri- 
cans with about four hundred men closely followed them, 
and the morning the 14th February they came upon 
the enemy who had halted for breakfast upon the north 
side Kettle Creek. The British had taken precau- 
tion against surprise attack, and the Americans suddenly 
fell upon them desperate battle which lasted one hour 
and forty-five minutes. The result was complete victory 
for the patriots. The British loss was seventy killed, and 
seventy-five wounded and captured. The American loss was 
nine killed and twenty-three wounded. The brave Colonel 
Boyd fell mortally wounded, three musket balls having 
pierced his body. Colonel Pickens waited upon him and 
tendered him every relief his power. The British leader 
fully realized his hopeless condition, and gave Colonel 
Pickens certain articles value forwarded his 
wife with letter explaining the manner his death. This 
request was faithfully complied with. Two men were de- 
tailed wait upon him and bury his body after death. 
died the following night. 

Those the enemy who escaped scattered every di- 
rection. This battle was decisive one, for completely 
foiled the British plans invasion, and greatly heartened 
the patriots throughout the state. partial list names 
the American patriots who took part this memorable 
struggle has been recently prepared after much investiga- 
tion and research Mrs. Green Washington. 
This list, taken from Knight’s Landmarks, Memorials, and 
Legends Georgia follows: 


Elijah Clarke Holman Freeman 
John Dooly James Freeman 
Thomas Dooly William Freeman 
Micajah Williamson Stephen Heard 
Hugh McCall Barnard Heard 
George Dooly John Heard 

John Freeman Jesse Heard 
Daniel Freeman Austin Dabney 
Coldrop Freeman James Williams 
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Samuel Whatley 
Benjamin Wilkinson 
Benjamin Hart 
Morgan Hart 
Nancy Hart 
Nancy Darker 
Elisha Wilkinson 
John Nelson 
Staples 
Joe Phillips 
Zachariah Phillips 
James Little 
Andrew Pickens 
Dionysius Oliver 
Daniel Coleman 
John Coleman 
Thomas Stroud 
James McLean 
Jacob Ferrington 
William Bailey 
John Glass 
Thomas Glass 
Charles Beddingfield 
William Harper 
Robert Harper 
John 
Francis Triplett 
James Alexander 
John Candler 
Cade 
Bridges 
Captain Anderson 
Ambrose Beasley 
Jeter Stubblefield 
John Lamar 
James Lamar 
Joseph Pickens 
John Clark 
Owen Fluker 
Will Fluker 

Sutton 

Wiley Pope 
William Pope 
Henry Pope 
Burwell Pope 
Richard Tyner 


Absalom Bedell 
Benjamin Catchings 
William Downs 
Henry Manadne 
Scott Redden 
Joseph Scott Redden 
George Redden 
Jacob McLendon 
George Walton 
Jesse Walton 
John Walton 
Nathaniel Walton 
Robert Walton 
Daniel Burnett 
Ichabod Burnett 
John Burnett 
Richard Aycock 
Robert Day 
Joseph Day 

John Gorham 
Zachariah Lamar 
Basil Lamar 

Williamson 
Saffold 
Finley 
John Hill 
John Lindsey 
William Morgan 
William Terrell 
John Colley 
Nathan Smith 
Marbury 
Walker 
Combs 
Stephen Evans 
William Evans 
John Evans 
Cosby 
Foster 
Montgomery 
James White 
Arnold 
Truitt 
Snow 

John Candler 
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WHITNEY’S COTTON GIN. 


interesting fact that one the first, not the 
very first, cotton gins ever operated Georgia, the 
world, was the one operated Eli Whitney, the famous 
inventor, Wilkes county near Smyrna church. The orig- 
inal building, though removed short distance from the 
site upon which was erected, still standing the Bur- 
dett place near Smyrna. One the first cotton gins con- 
structed Whitney was for many years the possession 
Judge Garnett Andrews Washington, whom was 
given Governor Matthew Talbot, whose plantation 
the first gin house was located. This old relic was lost many 
years ago agricultural fair Augusta. Much credit 
due Miss Fannie Andrews, daughter Judge Gar- 
nett Andrews, and one Georgia’s most accomplished 


women, for preserving the history the first cotton gin 
and its operations. 


DISTINGUISHED MEN AND WOMEN. 


Wilkes county has produced large number distin- 
guished men and women who have greatly strengthened 
and adorned the life the state. Eleven Governors 
Georgia were either born Wilkes, were for some time 
residents this county. These were Heard, Mathews, 
Clark, Talbot, Early, Lumpkin, Rabun, Towns, Gilmer, 
Forsyth, and Stephens. Seventeen counties Georgia 
have been named honor her distinguished sons. 


STEPHEN HEARD moved from Westmoreland coun- 
ty, Virginia, 1773, and built stockade fort upon the pres- 
ent site the town Washington. was prominent 
figure the councils the state, and for time during the 
Revolution acted governor with his capital his fort. 


GEORGE MATHEWS was twice governor the 
state, and member the first United States Congress. 
was born Virginia 1739, and 1785 removed 
Georgia and settled Goose Pond, now Oglethorpe 
county, together with the Meriwethers, the Freemans, the 
Gilmers, the Talliaferros, Barnetts and others. While Gov- 
ernor signed the notorious Yazoo Act, but himself was 
free from any guilt this great state scandal. died 
Augusta August 12, 1812, while his way Washington 
City inflict punishment the President the United 
States for fancied wrong, and was buried old St. Paul’s 
churchyard. 
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JOHN CLARK, the son General Elijah Clarke, was 
forceful figure Georgia politics the stormy period 
succeeding the Revolution. was born North Carolina 
February 28, 1766, and the age sixteen entered the 
Continental army lieutenant. was elected Governor 
1819, and again two years later. challenged William 
Crawford duel, and shot from Clark’s pistol broke 
Crawford’s wrist. His home was situated eleven miles from 
Washington the south side the road Danielsville. 
was here that the American troops encamped the night 
before the battle Kettle Creek. General Clark died 
yellow fever St. Andrew’s Bay, Florida, October 12, 1832. 


MATTHEW TALBOT was born Virginia July 24, 
1795. became ex-officio Governor after the death 
Governor Rabun 1819. died March 14, 1855, and was 
buried Smyrna church near his home. 


PETER EARLY was also born Virginia. After 
being graduated from Princeton moved Wilkes county 
and began the practice law. His marked ability and 
forceful character successfully advanced him the positions 
Congressman, Superior Court Judge, and, 1813, 
Governor. died Greene county August 15, 1817, and 
his remains still lie there unmarked grave. 


WILSON LUMPKIN was born Virginia January 14, 
1783, and while very young moved with his father that 
part Wilkes county which now included Oglethorpe, 
served the State Legislature and Congress, and 
1823 was one the Commission fix the line between 
Georgia and Florida. 1831 was elected Governor. 
died Athens December 28, 1870. 


WILLIAM RABUN was born North April 
8,1771. moved Wilkes county the age fourteen, 
and later Hancock county where died October 24, 1819, 
while Governor the State. 


GEORGE TOWNS, Governor, Legislator, and Con- 
gressman, was born Wilkes county May 1802. died 
Macon July 15, 1854. Miller, the Bench and Bar 
Georgia, pays him high tribute for his skill and address, 
his polished manners, and his power move the human 
feelings his persuasive eloquence. 


GEORGE GILMER was born April 11, 1790, that 
part Wilkes county which now Oglethorpe. His father 
moved Wilkes from Virginia 1784. served the 
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War with the Creeks, and the War 1812. was 
Legislator, Congressman, and twice Governor. 1855 
published Sketches Some the First Settlers Upper 
Georgia, the Cherokees, and the Author. The publica- 
tion, while sensational the time, was valuable contribu- 
tion the history the state, and especially Wilkes 
county. died Lexington November 15, 1859. 


JOHN FORSYTH and ALEXANDER STEPHENS, 
both Governors the state, while not born Wilkes, re- 
ceived much their education and their inspiration this 
county, and they owed much their success life this 
circumstance. 

Among the other prominent men Wilkes was Colonel 
Micajah Williamson, one the most prominent patriots 
the Revolution. and General Elijah Clarke were great 
friends. had five sons and six daughters. All the 
daughters married prominent men, follows: Nancy mar- 
ried John Clark, afterwards Governor Georgia. Sarah 
married, first Judge Griffin, and afterwards Judge Tait, who 
served for ten years the United States Senate. Susan 
married Dr. Thomas Bird, and her daughter Sarah became 
the wife Lamar, Sr., and the mother the great 
jurist and statesman the same name, who served the 
Supreme Bench the United States, the national Senate, 
and the Cabinet President Cleveland. Mary married 
Duncan Campbell, for whom Campbell county was 
named, and who signed the famous treaty Indian Springs. 
was the champion female education Georgia. His 
son, John Campbell, was judge the United States 
Supreme Court, and commissioner the celebrated con- 
ference Hampton Roads. Martha married Fitch, and 
Elizabeth Thweat, both men prominence. would 
difficult one family match this remarkable record. 

Another prominent family Wilkes the Alexander 
family. 

Adam Alexander was born Sunbury, Ga., 1803, 
and was graduated Yale 1819. met New Haven, 
Sarah Hillhouse Gilbert, daughter William Gilbert and 
granddaughter David Hillhouse and Sarah Porter 
Hillhouse, who was remarkable woman. They were mar- 
ried the celebrated old Hillhouse mansion New Haven, 
and settled upon the wife’s plantation the edge Wash- 
ington. There were ten children this marriage. The most 
distinguished the sons was Gen. Edward Porter Alexan- 
der, Brigadier General the Confederate Army, President 
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the Georgia Railroad and Banking Company, President 
the Central Railroad and Banking Company, etc. The 
six daughters, all women remarkable force and intellect, 
married men mark. Louisa married Gilmer, Chief 
Engineers and Major General the Confederate States 
Army; Sarah married Alexander Lawton, Brigadier 
General, commanding division Stonewall Jackson’s 
corps, Quartermaster General the Confederacy, United 
States Minister Austria, legislator and lawyer; Harriet 
married Wallace Cumming, leading citizen and success- 
ful banker Savannah; Mary Clifford married George 
Gilmer Hull, pioneer railroad operation and construc- 
tion Georgia; Marion married Rev. William Boggs, 
D., distinguished Presbyterian Clergyman and Chan- 
cellor the University Georgia; Alice married Col. Alex- 
ander Haskell, leader the Democrats the political 
revolution which restored South Carolina its own people 
1876-77, and judge the Supreme Court South 
Carolina. 

Adam Alexander was one the citizens Wilkes 
county who gave Alexander Stephens his education, 
and Mr. Stephens lived some time the Alexander home. 
Mr. Stephens’ dedication his Reviewers Reviewed Mr. 
Alexander the best index his character and attainments. 

Out the Mallorysville road four miles from Wash- 
ington Walnut Hill was located the famous school Rev. 
John Springer. was gigantic man, weighing over four 
hundred pounds. was the first Presbyterian minister or- 
dained Georgia. The ceremony took place Washington 
out doors under large poplar tree which still standing 
the rear the home Mr. Alexander. this 
school many boys and young men were sent from Augusta 
and the surrounding country. Among those who attended 
this famous school were Jesse Mercer, John Forsyth, and 
Nicholas Ware. Alexander Stephens was prepared for col- 
lege the High School Washington, and for some years 
lived here. Maj. General Walker, who lost his life 
the battle Atlanta, and Madam Octavia Walton LeVert, 
one the South’s most brilliant women, were descendants 
Thomas Talbot Wilkes county. 

Rev. Hope Hull, the founder the first Methodist 
school Georgia, lived, taught, and preached Wilkes. 
His school was known Succoth Academy, and was lo- 
cated near Coke’s Chapel. The first Methodist Church 
Georgia was built Wilkes county Daniel Grant. 
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Rev. Jesse Mercer, for whom Mercer University was 
named, lived Wilkes. has done more for the Baptist 
church than any other man the state. was, indeed 
remarkable man. was baptized barrel water, and 
minister had remarkable career. organized the 
first Baptist church Washington, and became the editor 
the Christian Index. His second wife was Nancy Simons, 
the widow Captain Abram Simons, wealthy Jew and 
Revolutionary soldier, who lived about seven miles from 
Washington the Augusta road. curious circum- 
stance that much the money contributed Jesse Mercer 
establish Mercer University, Baptist institution, should 
have been derived from the estate this broad minded 
Jewish financier. Jesse Mercer had set his heart Wash- 
ington the seat this University, but the gift $2,500 
from Josiah Penfield Savannah, together with other in- 
fluences, carried Penfield Greene county, where 
remained till 1871 when was removed Macon. 

would impossible the limitations this sketch 
mention all the distinguished men and women 
who have honored the state their lives. Here lived 
the lordly Toombs, the leonine leader the Confederacy, 
about whose brilliant career volume could written. 
Here, too, lived Judge William Reese and Judge Gar- 
nett Andrews, both distinguished jurists their day. The 
genial General Dudley DuBose, the son-in-law Robert 
Toombs, was resident Washington. Here also should 
mentioned Miss Eliza Bowen, and Miss An- 
drews, two Georgia’s most gifted women educators. Miss 
Bowen wrote text-book “Astronomy Observation” 
and incomplete History Wilkes county. Miss An- 
drews has written several popular works fiction, work 
botany, and interesting book entitled “The War- 
Time Journal Georgia Girl,” besides numerous maga- 
zine articles great value. 

not generally known that the father Jefferson 
Davis, the President the Confederacy, was native 
Wilkes County, and that the remains his grandfather 
sleep unmarked grave near the present town Wash- 
ington. 

this county also lived that “tall, muscular, fearless, 
red-headed, cross-eyed, and cross-grained” heroine the 
Revolution, Nancy Hart, for whom Hart county was 
named. Her home was what now Elbert county near 
Beaverdam Ford Broad River. Her maiden name was 
Morgan, and both she and her husband, Benjamin Hart, 
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were from Kentucky. Benjamin Hart was brother 
Colonel Thomas Hart, and uncle Thomas Hart Benton. 

Here also lived the Hills, Popes, Wootens, Callaways, 
McGehees, Barnetts, Colleys, Simpsons, Lanes, Bookers, 
Wynns, and many others. 

will seen from this limited sketch that Wilkes 
county unusually rich historic material. Her people 
have great reason proud their past, and worthy 
preservation. Miss Bowen, Miss Andrews, Miss Lane, 
Mrs. Green and others have done much rescue the fading 
records, but her citizens should encourage every effort 
preserve imperishable form the splendid history their 
county before Time’s effacing fingers have swept into ob- 
livion the unrecorded deeds men. 


QUERIES AND ANSWERS. 


you give the actual date the death 
Button Gwinnett, one the signers the Declaration 
Independence from Georgia? 

Sanderson, the Biography the Signers the Declar- 
ation Independence, says: “The wound Mr. Gwinnett 
proved mortal, and expired the twenty-seventh May, 
1777, the forty-fifth year his age.” This mistake has 
been repeated other writers. his History Georgia, 
vol. 270, Chas. Jones says that the challenge the 
duel passed from Gwinnett McIntosh the 15th 
May, that the duel was fought next day, and that Gwinnett, 
“after lingering for twelve days, died his hurt,” which 
would make the date death the 28th. Both these state- 
ments are incorrect. Joseph Clay, letter the Hon. 
Henry Laurens, from Savannah, dated May 19, 1777, (Col- 
lections the Georgia Historical Society, vol. VIII, 32) 
wrote: “You have doubtless heard McIntosh 
Gwinnett’s dispute w’ch has ended w’th the loss the 
latter; mortification took place w’ch brought him his 
end this morning.” the discovery Mr. Clay’s letter 
definitely fixes the time Gwinnett’s death May 19, 
1777. But proper add that Jones, later work, 
“Biographical Sketches the Delegates from Georgia 
the Continental Congress,” printed Lyman Hall’s account 
the duel and Gwinnett’s death, thus: “He languished from 
that morning, (Friday, 16th) till Monday morning follow- 
ing expired,” and his sketch Gwinnett said died 
four days after the duel. 
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true that Charles Dickens mentions the 
siege Savannah the American Revolution one his 
novels? so, kindly give the name the book. 

the 72d chapter Barnaby Rudge, John Willet (who 
never could reconciled the fact that his son Joe had 
grown manhood, thus causing the latter leave home 
and join the army) questions his son, his return, con- 
cerning the loss arm, and receives this reply: “At the 
defense Savannah, father.” the defense the Sal- 
wanners,” repeated Mr. Willet, softly, again looking round 
the table. “In America, where the war is,” said Joe. 


newspaper published recently saw the 
account horse-race Georgia which was run some time 
the early years the last century, and the suggestion was 
made the editor that would interesting have 
some account earlier horse races, and possible learn 
when the first race was run Georgia. Can you give 
any information this point? 

are possession the first printed notice the 
sport Georgia, but cannot say whether races were run 
here before that time. the Gazette Thursday, June 
1763, this interesting item appeared: “On Thursday last 
(May 26) subscription purse guineas was run for 
Sunbury, over two mile course, when four horses started. 
Mr. Maxwell’s little Chickesaw afforded excellent sport 
through every heat, but especially the last, which entitled 
him the prize, there being three one again him.” 

The Mr. Maxwell mentioned the foregoing, was the 


owner Belfast, now Bryan county, and the great grand- 
father the editor the Quarterly. 


Anxious Inquirer—I have looked into all the works 
Georgia history command for the names 
the officers Oglethorpe’s Regiment, but can find only 
few. Has full list ever been printed? 

Many years ago the following list was sent the editor 
the Quarterly gentleman living Maidstone, Eng- 
land, with the statement that had copied from manu- 
script volume the Public Records Office London, called 
Book Army Commissions,” containing the names 
officers whom commissions were issued from 1728 
1741: 

From Book Army Commissions” from 1728 
1741 the Record Office London, follows: 
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James Oglethorpe, Colonel regiment foot. 
James Cochran, Lieutenant Colonel. 
Wm. Cook, Major. 

Hugh Mackay, Captain. 

Richard Norbury, Captain. 

Alex. Heron, Captain. 

Albert Desbrisay, Captain. 

Philip Delegall, Senior, Lieutenant. 
Philip Delegall, Junior, Lieutenant. 
Raymond Demere, Lieutenant. 
George Morgan. The rank not stated. 
George Dunbar. The rank not stated. 
Will Horton, Ensign. 

James Mackay, Ensign. 

Wm. Tolson, Ensign. 

John Tanner, Ensign. 

John Leman, Ensign. 

Sandford Mace, Ensign. 

Hugh Mackay, Adjutant. 

Edward Dyson, Clerk and Chaplain. 
Thomas Hawkins, Surgeon. 

Edward Wansall, Quartermaster. 


There were also Lieuts. Maxwell and Sutherland who 
are not named this but they were trusted officers and 


appear Oglethorpe’s account the troubles with the 
Spaniards. 


Historian.—Can you tell whether Oglethorpe’s Regi- 
ment was uniformed? the officers wore uniform, where 
can description same found? 

certain that description the uniform worn 
members Oglethorpe’s Regiment has been given any 
the histories Georgia, but letter written Bishop 
Wm. Stevens Prof. Wm. MacKenzie the University 
Edinburgh, dated 15th September, 1845, gives the 
following: “Description the Uniform Oglethorpe’s 
Regiment MS. volume, the library the deceased 
Duke York; Hat, old style three cornered, low roofed; 
Coat, red and ample dimensions, wide the skirts, facings 
green, with narrow stripe white between the body and 
the dress.” 

This neither full nor definite, but the only descrip- 
tion found anywhere. 


: 
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EDITOR’S NOTES. 


With this number begin carry out the design 
the Georgia Historical Society deciding publish 
periodical devoted the dissemination information re- 
lating the history the State Georgia, one the 
purposes for which the Society was founded. is, 
believe, fair sample what was contemplated the 
action calling into existence, and confidently look for 


the hearty approval our readers the varied contents 
this issue. 


contemplate, far possible, the publication 
each succeeding number genealogy some Georgia 
family, and call upon such our members have the ma- 


terial prepare for publication articles that nature. Help 
this line. 


Articles matters connected with the history our 
state are called for, and should matter duty with 
those who are proud our achievements aid placing 


record our Quarterly the things which wish 
held lasting remembrance. 


The seventy-eighth annual meeting the Georgia His- 
torical Society was held the regular time, February 12th, 
but only portion the business the docket was trans- 
acted, and the meeting was adjourned the March. 
that time the annual address will delivered Mr. 
Alexander King, Atlanta. need not say anything 
here the fitness the selection Mr. King the 
orator the occasion. better man could have been 
invited, and bespeak for him large audience which 
are sure will have. will have more say this 
subject the June number. 
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JOHN the son General Elijah Clarke, was 
forceful figure Georgia politics the stormy period 
succeeding the Revolution. was born North Carolina 
February 28, 1766, and the age sixteen entered the 
Continental army lieutenant. was elected Governor 
1819, and again two years later. challenged William 
Crawford duel, and shot from Clark’s pistol broke 
Crawford’s wrist. His home was situated eleven miles from 
Washington the south side the road Danielsville. 
was here that the American troops encamped the night 
before the battle Kettle Creek. General Clark died 
yellow fever St. Andrew’s Bay, Florida, October 12, 1832. 


MATTHEW TALBOT was born Virginia July 24, 
1795. became ex-officio Governor after the death 
Governor Rabun 1819. died March 14, 1855, and was 
buried Smyrna church near his home. 


PETER EARLY was also born Virginia. After 
being graduated from Princeton moved Wilkes county 
and began the practice law. His marked ability and 
forceful character successfully advanced him the positions 
Congressman, Superior Court Judge, and, 1813, 
Governor. died Greene county August 15, 1817, and 
his remains still lie there unmarked grave. 


WILSON LUMPKIN was born Virginia January 14, 
1783, and while very young moved with his father that 
part Wilkes county which now included 
served the State Legislature and Congress, and 
1823 was one the Commission fix the line between 
Georgia and Florida. 1831 was elected Governor. 
died Athens December 28, 1870. 


WILLIAM RABUN was born North April 
moved Wilkes county the age fourteen, 
and later Hancock county where died October 24, 1819, 
while Governor the State. 


GEORGE TOWNS, Governor, Legislator, and Con- 
gressman, was born Wilkes county May 1802. died 
Macon July 15, 1854. Miller, the Bench and Bar 
Georgia, pays him high tribute for his skill and address, 
his polished manners, and his power move the human 
feelings his persuasive eloquence. 


GEORGE GILMER was born April 11, 1790, that 
part Wilkes county which now Oglethorpe. His father 
moved Wilkes from Virginia 1784. served the 
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War with the Creeks, and the War 1812. was 
Legislator, Congressman, and twice Governor. 1855 
published Sketches Some the First Settlers Upper 
Georgia, the Cherokees, and the Author. The publica- 
tion, while sensational the time, was valuable contribu- 
tion the history the state, and especially Wilkes 
county. died Lexington November 15, 1859. 


JOHN FORSYTH and ALEXANDER STEPHENS, 
both Governors the state, while not born Wilkes, re- 
ceived much their education and their inspiration this 
county, and they owed much their success life this 
circumstance. 

Among the other prominent men Wilkes was Colonel 
Micajah Williamson, one the most prominent patriots 
the Revolution. and General Elijah Clarke were great 
friends. had five sons and six daughters. All the 
daughters married prominent men, follows: Nancy mar- 
ried John Clark, afterwards Governor Georgia. Sarah 
married, first Judge Griffin, and afterwards Judge Tait, who 
served for ten years the United States Senate. Susan 
married Dr. Thomas Bird, and her daughter Sarah became 
the wife Lamar, Sr., and the mother the great 
jurist and statesman the same name, who served the 
Supreme Bench the United States, the national Senate, 
and the Cabinet President Cleveland. Mary married 
Duncan Campbell, for whom Campbell county was 
named, and who signed the famous treaty Indian Springs. 
was the champion female education Georgia. His 
son, John Campbell, was judge the United States 
Supreme Court, and commissioner the celebrated con- 
ference Hampton Roads. Martha married Fitch, and 
Elizabeth Thweat, both men prominence. would 
difficult one family match this remarkable record. 

Another prominent family Wilkes the Alexander 
family. 

Adam Alexander was born Sunbury, Ga., 1803, 
and was graduated Yale 1819. met New Haven, 
Sarah Hillhouse Gilbert, daughter William Gilbert and 
granddaughter David Hillhouse and Sarah Porter 
Hillhouse, who was remarkable woman. They were mar- 
ried the celebrated old Hillhouse mansion New Haven, 
and settled upon the wife’s plantation the edge Wash- 
ington. There were ten children this marriage. The most 
distinguished the sons was Gen. Edward Porter Alexan- 
der, Brigadier General the Confederate Army, President 
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the Georgia Railroad and Banking Company, President 
the Central Railroad and Banking Company, etc. The 
six daughters, all women remarkable force and intellect, 
married men mark. Louisa married Gilmer, Chief 
Engineers and Major General the Confederate States 
Army; Sarah married Alexander Lawton, Brigadier 
General, commanding division Stonewall Jackson’s 
corps, Quartermaster General the Confederacy, United 
States Minister Austria, legislator and lawyer; Harriet 
married Wallace Cumming, leading citizen and success- 
ful banker Savannah; Mary Clifford married George 
Gilmer Hull, pioneer railroad operation and construc- 
tion Georgia; Marion married Rev. William Boggs, 
D., distinguished Presbyterian Clergyman and Chan- 
cellor the University Georgia; Alice married Col. Alex- 
ander Haskell, leader the Democrats the political 
revolution which restored South Carolina its own people 
1876-77, and judge the Supreme Court South 
Carolina. 

Adam Alexander was one the citizens Wilkes 
county who gave Alexander Stephens his education, 
and Mr. Stephens lived some time the Alexander home. 
Mr. Stephens’ dedication his Reviewers Reviewed Mr. 
Alexander the best index his character and attainments. 

Out the Mallorysville road four miles from Wash- 
ington Walnut Hill was located the famous school Rev. 
John Springer. was gigantic man, weighing over four 
hundred pounds. was the first Presbyterian minister or- 
dained Georgia. The ceremony took place Washington 
out doors under large poplar tree which still standing 
the rear the home Mr. Alexander. this 
school many boys and young men were sent from Augusta 
and the surrounding country. Among those who attended 
this famous school were Jesse Mercer, John Forsyth, and 
Nicholas Ware. Alexander Stephens was prepared for col- 
lege the High School Washington, and for some years 
lived here. Maj. General Walker, who lost his life 
the battle Atlanta, and Madam Octavia Walton LeVert, 
one the South’s most brilliant women, were descendants 
Thomas Talbot Wilkes county. 

Rev. Hope Hull, the founder the first Methodist 
school Georgia, lived, taught, and preached Wilkes. 
His school was known Succoth Academy, and was lo- 
cated near Coke’s Chapel. The first Methodist Church 
Georgia was built Wilkes county Daniel Grant. 


‘ 

q 


THE GEORGIA HISTORICAL 


Rev. Jesse Mercer, for whom Mercer University was 
named, lived Wilkes. has done more for the Baptist 
church than any other man the state. was, indeed 
remarkable man. was baptized barrel water, and 
minister had remarkable career. organized the 
first Baptist church Washington, and became the editor 
the Christian Index. His second wife was Nancy Simons, 
the widow Captain Abram Simons, wealthy Jew and 
Revolutionary soldier, who lived about seven miles from 
Washington the Augusta road. curious circum- 
stance that much the money contributed Jesse Mercer 
establish Mercer University, Baptist institution, should 
have been derived from the estate this broad minded 
Jewish financier. Jesse Mercer had set his heart Wash- 
ington the seat this University, but the gift $2,500 
from Josiah Penfield Savannah, together with other in- 
fluences, carried Penfield Greene county, where 
remained till 1871 when was removed Macon. 

would impossible the limitations this sketch 
mention all the distinguished men and women 
Wilkes who have honored the state their lives. Here lived 
the lordly Toombs, the leonine leader the Confederacy, 
about whose brilliant career volume could written. 
Here, too, lived Judge William Reese and Judge Gar- 
nett Andrews, both distinguished jurists their day. The 
genial General Dudley DuBose, the son-in-law Robert 
Toombs, was resident Washington. Here also should 
mentioned Miss Eliza Bowen, and Miss An- 
drews, two Georgia’s most gifted women educators. Miss 
Bowen wrote text-book “Astronomy Observation” 
and incomplete History Wilkes county. Miss An- 
drews has written several popular works fiction, work 
botany, and interesting book entitled “The War- 
Time Journal Georgia Girl,” besides numerous maga- 
zine articles great value. 

not generally known that the father Jefferson 
Davis, the President the Confederacy, was native 
Wilkes County, and that the remains his grandfather 
sleep unmarked grave near the present town Wash- 
ington. 

this county also lived that “tall, muscular, fearless, 
red-headed, cross-eyed, and cross-grained” heroine the 
Revolution, Nancy Hart, for whom Hart county was 
named. Her home was what now Elbert county near 
Beaverdam Ford Broad River. Her maiden name was 
Morgan, and both she and her husband, Benjamin Hart, 
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were from Kentucky. Benjamin Hart was brother 
Colonel Thomas Hart, and uncle Thomas Hart Benton. 

Here also lived the Hills, Popes, Wootens, Callaways, 
McGehees, Barnetts, Colleys, Simpsons, Lanes, Bookers, 
and many others. 

will seen from this limited sketch that Wilkes 
county unusually rich historic material. Her people 
have great reason proud their past, and worthy 
preservation. Miss Bowen, Miss Andrews, Miss Lane, 
Mrs. Green and others have done much rescue the fading 
records, but her citizens should encourage every effort 
preserve imperishable form the splendid history their 
county before Time’s effacing fingers have swept into ob- 
livion the unrecorded deeds men. 


QUERIES AND ANSWERS. 


I—Can you give the actual date the death 
Button Gwinnett, one the signers the Declaration 
Independence from Georgia? 

Sanderson, the Biography the Signers the Declar- 
ation Independence, says: “The wound Mr. Gwinnett 
proved mortal, and expired the twenty-seventh May, 
1777, the forty-fifth year his age.” This mistake has 
been repeated other writers. his History Georgia, 
vol. 270, Chas. Jones says that the challenge the 
duel passed from Gwinnett the 15th 
May, that the duel was fought next day, and that Gwinnett, 
“after lingering for twelve days, died his hurt,” which 
would make the date death the 28th. Both these state- 
ments are incorrect. Joseph Clay, letter the Hon. 
Henry Laurens, from Savannah, dated May 19, 1777, (Col- 
lections the Georgia Historical Society, vol. VIII, 32) 
wrote: “You have doubtless heard McIntosh 
Gwinnett’s dispute w’ch has ended w’th the loss the 
latter; mortification took place w’ch brought him his 
end this morning.” the discovery Mr. Clay’s letter 
definitely fixes the time Gwinnett’s death May 19, 
“Biographical Sketches the Delegates from Georgia 
the Continental Congress,” printed Lyman Hall’s account 
the duel and Gwinnett’s death, thus: “He languished from 
that morning, (Friday, 16th) till Monday morning follow- 
ing expired,” and his sketch Gwinnett said died 
four days after the duel. 
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T.—Is true that Charles Dickens mentions the 
siege Savannah the American Revolution one his 
novels? kindly give the name the book. 

the 72d chapter Barnaby Rudge, John Willet (who 
never could reconciled the fact that his son Joe had 
grown manhood, thus causing the latter leave home 
and join the army) questions his son, his return, con- 
cerning the loss arm, and receives this reply: “At the 
defense Savannah, father.” the defense the Sal- 
wanners,” repeated Mr. Willet, softly, again looking round 
the table. “In America, where the war is,” said Joe. 


newspaper published recently saw the 
account horse-race Georgia which was run some time 
the early years the last century, and the suggestion was 
made the editor that would interesting have 
some account earlier horse races, and possible learn 
when the first race was run Georgia. Can you give 
any information this point? 

are possession the first printed notice the 
sport Georgia, but cannot say whether races were run 
here before that time. the Gazette Thursday, June 
1763, this interesting item appeared: “On Thursday last 
(May 26) subscription purse guineas was run for 
Sunbury, over two mile course, when four horses started. 
Mr. Maxwell’s little Chickesaw afforded excellent sport 
through every heat, but especially the last, which entitled 
him the prize, there being three one again him.” 

The Mr. Maxwell mentioned the foregoing, was the 
owner Belfast, now Bryan county, and the great grand- 
father the editor the Quarterly. 


Anxious have looked into all the works 
Georgia history command for the names 
the officers Oglethorpe’s Regiment, but can find only 
few. Has full list ever been printed? 

Many years ago the following list was sent the editor 
the Quarterly gentleman living Maidstone, Eng- 
land, with the statement that had copied from manu- 
script volume the Public Records Office London, called 
Book Army Commissions,” containing the names 
officers whom commissions were issued from 1728 
1741: 

From Book Army Commissions” from 1728 
1741 the Record Office London, follows: 
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James Oglethorpe, Colonel regiment foot. 
James Cochran, Lieutenant Colonel. 
Wm. Cook, Major. 

Hugh Mackay, Captain. 

Richard Norbury, Captain. 

Alex. Heron, Captain. 

Albert Desbrisay, Captain. 

Philip Delegall, Senior, Lieutenant. 
Philip Delegall, Junior, Lieutenant. 
Raymond Demere, Lieutenant. 
George Morgan. The rank not stated. 
George Dunbar. The rank not stated. 
Will Horton, Ensign. 

James Mackay, Ensign. 

Wm. Tolson, Ensign. 

John Tanner, Ensign. 

John Leman, Ensign. 

Sandford Mace, Ensign. 

Hugh Mackay, Adjutant. 

Edward Dyson, Clerk and Chaplain. 
Thomas Hawkins, Surgeon. 

Edward Wansall, Quartermaster. 


There were also Lieuts. Maxwell and Sutherland who 
are not named this but they were trusted officers and 
appear Oglethorpe’s account the troubles with the 
Spaniards. 


you tell whether Oglethorpe’s Regi- 
ment was uniformed? the officers wore uniform, where 
can description same found? 

certain that description the uniform worn 
members Oglethorpe’s Regiment has been given any 
the histories Georgia, but letter written Bishop 
Stevens Prof. Wm. MacKenzie the University 
Edinburgh, dated 15th September, 1845, gives the 
following: “Description the Uniform Oglethorpe’s 
Regiment MS. volume, the library the deceased 
Duke York; Hat, old style three cornered, low roofed; 
Coat, red and ample dimensions, wide the skirts, facings 
green, with narrow stripe white between the body and 
the dress.” 

This neither full nor definite, but the only descrip- 
tion found anywhere. 
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EDITOR’S NOTES. 


With this number begin carry out the design 
the Georgia Historical Society deciding publish 
periodical devoted the dissemination information re- 
lating the history the State Georgia, one the 
purposes for which the Society was founded. is, 
believe, fair sample what was contemplated the 
action calling into existence, and confidently look for 
the hearty approval our readers the varied contents 
this issue. 


contemplate, far possible, the publication 
each succeeding number genealogy some Georgia 
family, and call upon such our members have the ma- 
terial prepare for publication articles that nature. Help 
this line. 


Articles matters connected with the history our 


state are called for, and should matter duty 


those who are proud our achievements aid placing 
record our Quarterly the things which wish 
held lasting remembrance. 


The seventy-eighth annual meeting the Georgia His- 
torical Society was held the regular time, February 12th, 
but only portion the business the docket was trans- 
acted, and the meeting was adjourned the 21st March. 
that time the annual address will delivered Mr. 
Alexander King, Atlanta. need not say anything 
here the fitness the selection Mr. King the 
orator the occasion. better man could have been 
invited, and bespeak for him large audience which 
are sure will have. will have more say this 
subject the June number. 
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encourage historical research and the cultivation 


portraying the art history fiction the Georgia Historical 
Quarterly offers prize twenty-five dollars awarded 
the writer the best short story for publication the 
Quarterly upon the following conditions: 


The author authoress must Georgian residing 
within the state. 

The plot the story must laid Georgia and the 
chief incidents and characters taken from Georgia His- 
tory. 

The stcry must contain not less than 5000 more than 
8000 words. 

Rejected manuscripts will returned. 

The winning story will appear either the June 
September number the Quarterly the present year. 
The award will made the Committee Publica- 
tion the Georgia Historical Society. 
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